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MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


CHAP. * 


'Tis pes to account for theſe | 

things: ſaid I. | | 

"Philoſophy may diftate what reaſon | 
may refine upon; but reaſon and phi- * 
loſophy are alike incapable of inveſti» | « 

: gating thoſe operations which o VW 
their birth to the immediate interfer- 
_ ence of the Deity. 

The bounds of human Saad | 
ſion are too narrow, too confined for 
reſearches ſo ſublime. * Taken up with | 
Vor. II. B the | 
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the unprofitable purſuit, imagination 
| bewildered, wanders on in vain ſeeking 
for the clue that may guide it through 
the labyrinth of perplexity in which it 
is involved. Judgment grows giddy ; 
conception fails, and the ſoul loſes all 
its faculties in admiration of thoſe myſ- 
| terious events into which it is unable to 
| penetrate. 
| And yet, with what inſufferable ar- 
rogance do the generality of mankind 
talk of their knowledge, and of their {| 
. power of reaſoning ! 
4 O vanity ! vanity | . 


1 % © © $: 6 
Jelemmo was a demon of ſome dil. 
tinction above five hundred thouſand 

years ago, and yet, with all his expe- 6 

rience, he candidly confeſſed that he | 

| | knew too little to be capable of reaſoning { 

| from it to any purpoſe. f 
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You men, ſaid Jelemmo, in a con- 
ference with Dr. Beale, are great in your 
own eyes; but we, who ſee all your 
actions, know your tally and your: lit- 
| tle importance. 

1 remember a e that han- 
pened about a thouſand of your years 
after your creation, which may ſerve to 
elucidate this matter. 

The angels who had: been employed 
in forming your ſyſtem, held an intel- 
le&ual feaſt, to which the animal 
makers had the honour 15 heang ad- 
mitted. 

There came all the various ſorts of 
your bird-makers, fiſh-makers, inſect- 
makers, beaſt-makers, and man-makers, 
who talked a great deal, and were ex- 
ceedingly vain of their reſpective per- 
formances, deſcribing their ingenious 
contrivances in adjuſting the parts for 
ſtrength, beauty, and convenience, 
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1 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
and in providing ſubſiſtence for them 
all. 
We freely indulged their prating, as 
it contributed to our eoninon diviſion. 
At length, however, the man- makers 
began to diſpute amongſt themſelves: 
one had made the baboon- man, which he 
valued for his ſtrength of body, his 
hardineſs, and the facility with which 
he procured Himſelf food: and ariother 
had made the monkey-man, which he 
praiſed for his agility, his dexterity in 
<ltmbing trees, and the advantage of 
his tail, by which he was enabled to 
hang on the boughs whilſt he reach- 
ed the fruit. In ſhort, the makers of 
theſe fort of men had ſo many excellent 
things to ſay, each in commendation 
of his own work, that the maker of 
your fort was almoſt out of counte- 
nance, and we began N to pity 
him. 


But 
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But, alas! he ſoon gave us to under- 

ſtand, that he was, to che full, as Vain as 
the reſt. 

For, recolle&ing himſelf, he nid, by 1 
own you have outdone me in the 
ſtrength, in the activity, nay, in the 
beauty of your men; but then. pray 

remember, My men can REASON.” 

At the word regſon, all the angels 


preſent burſt out into an FTE 
fit of laughter. | 


i Ae ot In ſays one. 
* RERASON !” lays dnther. 

Ha, ha, hah | © 

Hoh, hoh, hoh 

Our mirth was ſo exceſſive, that we 
were heard quite into the next houſe, 
that is, from Sol to Syrius 7 and, from 
that day to this, I believe he has never 
ventured to mention again his men's 
reaſoning. 

— TT" * 
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Without endeavouring to diminiſh 
the favour ' conferred upon him by a 
vain and impious enquiry into the 
means by which it was produced, Mr. 
Freeland thankfully and gratefully ac- 
cepted it in filence, as the peculiar gift 
of a divine benefactor. _ 

It is ſufficient that we know ourſekres | 
to be happy: ſaid he. It matters not 
how we became ſo. The great, the 
Almighty author of our enjoyments, 
never intended that we ſhould pry into 
the myſteries of his providence. - 

Thankful for the bleſſings he has 
thought proper, in his wiſdom, tobeſtow 
upon us, it ought to be our ſtudy to 
receive them with a grateful heart, re- 
gardleſs of the meaſures by which * | 
were accompliſhed. 

What a leſſon for philoſophy ! ſaid 
Honorius. 


What a reproof for pyrrhoniſm |! 


n 


As 
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As the evening began haſtily to ap- 
proach, Mr. Freeland propoſed that we 
ſhould adjourn to his houſe. | 
Me ſhall be there much more at our. 
eaſe: ſaid he: and, as it is my inten- 
tion to detain you with me all night, I 
flatter myſelf, that my accommodations. 
are at leaſt equal to thoſe a public i inn. 
might afford you. 3 

Beſides, you ought to aſſiſt in rejoic- 
ing with me for the recovery of a fiſter 
who was dead, and is alive; who was. 
loſt, and is found. 

This is a taſk that of right belongs 
to you all. It is a taſk none of you- 
need be aſhamed of, 

It is a taſk that cannot reflect diſhon-- 
our on a Deity : ſaid nn. inter- 
rupting him. 

Neither will we neglect it: ſaid I. 


„TTV. SM 
The ſame reſignation, the ſame pla- 
cid ſerenity which diſtinguiſned every 
B 4 incident 


8 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 

incident of the life of our fellow-travel- 
ler, and which was inherent in her, 
ſtill viſibly accompanied her on the 
preſent occaſion. Calm and compoſed, 
ſhe embraced the good fortune that at- 
tended her with a ſimplicity which, if 
not courtly, was at leaſt an unqueſtion- 
able evidence, that her heart was un- 


acquainted with vice. 


Of this, however, we had already re- 
ceived the moſt incontrovertible proof. 
The ſervice ſhe had in the hour of 
danger ſo gengraufly and difintereſtedly 
adminiſtered to Honorius, was ſufficient 
of itſelf ta conyince us of a truth fo 
apparent. 
Nor did that ſervice fail to attach us 
to her intereſt. | 
With the moſt unaffected tranſport, 
we united to congratulate her on the 
fortunate event which the day had 
given birth to, and which promiſed to 
reward her labours with that deſirable 


reſt | 
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"reſt and eaſe which her merit, not 
leſs than her ſex, rendered | her deferv- 
ing of, 
Theſe congratulations were not loſt 
upon her. Her words, her eyes, her 
actions, all declared how ſen ably the 
Was affected by the novelty of her ſitu- 
ation, and with how much gratitude 
ſhe was inclined to acknowledge the ſin- 
cerity of our goad v wiſhes, 

We read her embarraſſiments, and we 
therefore carefully avoided every means 
that we apprehended might tend to in- 
creaſe them.. 

This conduct had, at leaſt, 8 
for its motive. 

The mind nk it, and the heart 
applauded it. 


SS SS &T SS ST SS © 
How ought a man to rejoice in ſuch a 


faſter ! ſaid Honorius. 
B 5 Untu- 


> — 
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Untutored by Art, and unpractiſed 
in Diſſimulation, ſhe is infinitely more 
valuable in herſelf, than if in poſſeſſion 
of every accompliſhment which the 


world ſo highly eſteems of. 


But until mankind are taught to re- 
verence virtue, for the ſake of virtue, 
they will continue to prefer droſs to the 
more coſtly and ſubſtantial ornament 
of a meek and quiet ſpirit. 

Shame upon them! Shame upon 
them ! aa 


* 


CHAP. 
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S N N 


WE had now journied 3 hours, 
and had left Reading near ten miles 
to the weſtward of us, without meeting 
with any accident ſufficiently intereſting 
. to engroſs our attention, or to rouſe our 
thoughts from the ſtate of inaCtivity 
into which they had fallen. 

The variety of adventures we had 
experienced in the former part of our 
travels, ſeemed now, for the firſt time 
ſince our quitting home, to have for- 
ſaken us, and we were upon the eve of 
ſinking into a profound lethargy, when 
our feelings were once more excited by 
a ſpectacle, which, in a moment, awak- 
ened us to a ſenſe of pity, and to a 
participation in the greateſt luxury 
the ſoul of ſenſibility is N of 


reliſhing. 
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It was an als that lay dead by the 
road fide. 
A peaſant, who appeared to be the 


owner of him, ſtood weeping over him in 


a poſture the fineſt, and the moſt truly 
pathetic, imagination can conceive. * 


His body was gently bended forward, 


| and his hands were infolded within each 
other, whilſt his tears plentifully ſtream- 


ed from his eyes, as if bemoaning the 


unexpected diſſolution of an old ac- 
: quaintance. ; 


There was ſomething FOE 
ſoft and delicate in his countenance. 
Ir viſibly diſplayed a divine mixture 


of grace and compaſſion, and was al- 


ether ſuch as nothing lefs than thy 


* pencil, Reynolds, could poffibly con- 
vey us the moſt imperfect idea of. 


Gracious God! ſaid Honorius, can 


this man be no other than what he 
—_— 


1 
» 
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But, be his ſituation in life what it 
may, the gaodneſs of his heart would 
do honour to a diadem. 

Honorius beckoned us to n 
him. | |; 

Me obeyed in ſilence. 

Perhaps he may recover, ſaid the pea- 
fant, regarding the dead animal with a 
look of the tendereſt compaſſion, blend- 
ed with doubt; perhaps he may yet 
recover, ſaid he, taking a battle which 
contained a little water out of a pan- 
nier, a pair of which lay on the-ground 
near him. I will give him ſome of this 
water; who knows, continued he, wipe- 
ing away a tear that obſtructed his ſight, 
who knows but Heaven may reſtore him 
to me! | 

Having, with ſome difficulty, forced 
open the mouth of the afs, he poured 
a little water, the remnant of his al- 
moſt-exhauſted bottle into it. 

Little as it was, it was his ALL. 


But, 
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But, alas! his ALL would not do. 

The poor beaſt ſhewed not the leaſt 
ſymptom of returning life. 

What a trial was this for his afflicted 


maſter ! 


He walked round him and round him, 
ſtill endeavouring to deduce hope from 
what was evidently calculated me to 
increaſe his deſpair. 
| His endeavours were, however, in- 
effectual. 

The vital ſpark was for ever extin- 
guiſhed. 

Dead! dead! dead! ſaid the peaſant, 
gently lifting up his hoof. Thou faith- 
ful partner of my daily labour! dead! 
dead! dead! Shall I never more be- 
hold thee ? never more trace the print 
of thy footſteps irregularly engraven 
on the unconſcious glebe ? never more 


trudge penſively by thy fide along the 
pleaſing paths of ſober meditation ? 


Alas! 
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Alas! alas! thy eyes are cloſed in 
death, nor art thou ſenſible of my af- 
fliction. 

Have I not continually reduced thy 
burthen, by ſharing it with thee ? Have 
T not invariably removed the difficulties 
that retarded thy journies ? And have 1 
not * conſtantly cheered thee with my 
ſong ? | 

If thy fare was A had; mine was hard 
alſo. The ſame roof under which I 
ſlept, afforded likewiſe a ſhelter to thee, 

J never. taſted a cruſt, however ſcant, 
of which thou wert not a partaker ; nor 
did I ever indulge myſelf in an even- 
ing's draught, but chou alſo hadſt thy 
portion. 

But thou art gone! Thou art gone a 
| And— | — 

I ſhall never behold thee more! 
| Yes! but I may behold thee, ſaid he, 
after ſome heſitation, 


I may 
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I may behold thee at the final reſtitu- 
tion of all things, I may behold thee 
m a ſituation that may happily cqunter- 

balance the unnumbered evils thou haſt 
hitherto ſo patiently endured, For the 
Almighty and merciful Father never in- 
tended that even the ſervices of a poor 
aſs ſhould go without their reward. 


—_ S.0. 6,00 E 


| The ſtrain of univerſal charity and 
= benevolence which ſo peculiarly dif- 
| tinguiſhed the ruſtic's ſentiments, more 
than ever impreſſed us with a favourable | 
opinion of him. 

What manner of man is this, faid 
Honorius, who ſo widely differs in ſen- 
timent from the mean and contracted. 
notions of his fellow creatures! But 
thus is the world taught philoſophy and 
charity, by thoſe whom prejudice bids- 
us 4 


h. 


is 
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Oh Pride! Pride! drop thy plume ! 


EEE EEEEY 


The peaſant informed us, that he ſet 
out that morning with the intention of 
going to Maidenhead market, which 
lay between three and four miles diſ- 
tant. 

It was his weekly taſk, FP 

His buſinefs there was to difpoſe of 
the produce of his garden, with which 
his afs was laden, but the poor animal, 
worn qut with age and infirmities, and 
unable to proceed, had expired under 
his burthen, in the manner we had been 
ſpectators of. 

Nothing therefqre now remains, ſaid 
the peaſant, but that, 1 carry the load 
myſelf. 

And God knows, concluded he, the 
tear ſtill ſwelling in his eye, I am little 
able 


Now 
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Now the peaſant was conſiderably 
advanced in years. 
His locks, which were as white as 
- ſnow, pleaded for him with the molt 
| perſuaſive rhetoric, 
It was impoſſible to reſiſt thelc elo- 
quence, 
Every faculty of the ſoul became in- 
ſenſibly their advocate. 
Thou ſhalt have the beſt aſs money 
can purchaſe : ſaid Honorius. 
1 ſhall, however, never meet with his 
A replied the peaſant. | 
Neither will it, I fear, be leſs dif- 
ficult to meet with 7% fellow : ſaid 
Honorius. 


. 


e +0 d G s = e 


A houſe that ſhewed itſelf at a trifling 
diſtance, gave Honorius an opportunity 
of inviting the unfortunate man to 
accompany us thither, 


Without 
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Without returning any anſwer to 


this invitation, he took up his panniers 
and followed us in filence, caſting every 


moment a mournful look towards the 


ſpot where he had left the dead body | 


of his faithful fayourite, 

His heart was yet too full to admit 
of any other object. 

The loſs he ſuſtained was too ſtrong- 
ly impreſſed upon his memory. 

It was a loſs to him irreparable. 


I wiſh, ſaid Honorius, addreſſing 


himſelf to me, I wiſh, Euphraſtus, to 
be better acquainted with this poor 
creature. 

Perhaps it may be in our power to 
aſſiſt him. 

At leaſt, faid I, the experiment will 
do us no diſcredit. 

Honorius, immediately upon entering 
the houſe, intimated to him our defire, 

There is a certain ſomething in your 
countenance, ſaid he, that makes us 

defirous 
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defirous of being acquainted with the 
particulars of your hiſtory, 


It is a melancholy one: ſaid the 
peaſant, 1 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


OF truly hoteft and -indittrions, 


though exceedingly peor, parents am I 
defeended. I was their only child. 


The edueation they beſtowed upon me 
was ſuch as correſponded with their cir- 


cutnſtances, Reading, writing, and 
ſome ſmall knowledge of accounts, con- 
ſtituted the groſs ſum of my learning: 
yet, even with theſe acquirements, trif- 
ling as in fact they were, I gained a 
manifeſt ſuperiority over the generality 
of my brother villagers, and ſuch as not 
unfrequently ſubjected me to ms envy 
and ill-nature. 


As my parents had taken i earlieſt | 


opportunity to inſtil in my mind the 
precepts of religion and charity, I never 
once harboured an ungenerous thought 
of them on this account, but, con- 

ſidering 


— — — = —̃— a 
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ſidering them collectively as my brethren 
and fellow-labourers, I was ſtudious to 
render them every ſervice which I was 

enabled to afford them. 

Having loſt both my father and 1 mo- 
ther, and being now arrived at years of 
maturity, I thought it time to look out 
for a wife. 

Her love and ne ſaid I, will 
ſmooth the rugged road of life, and diſ- 
perſe the thouſand cares and anxieties 
-which invade the human heart. 

Nor was I diſappointed. 

I was ſoon united to a very worthy 
woman, with whom I lived ſeveral years 
in a ſtate the happieſt that may be 

| conceived. 

To complete the felicity which abun- 
dantly crouded upon us, my wife de- 
clared herſelf pregnant. 

This was a circumſtance which I had 


long and ardently wiſhed for. | 
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It was the ſubject of my conſtant 
prayer. 

And the indulgence with which Hea- 
ven had thus aboard my deſire, af- 
forded me greater ſatisfaction than 
would the enjoyment of every honour 
in the power of monarchs to beſtow, 

But, alas! how uncertain are all our 
proſpects of happineſs. 

'The hour that gave me a daughter, 
bereaved me of a wife. 

In a moment, and before I had time 
to form ſo horrible an expectation, was 
ſhe ſnatched from my embrace. 

But the recollection of her ſhall ever 
dwell with me, 

Yes! dear faithful partner of my 

widowed bed! Couldeſt thou be made 

| ſenſible of the ſincerity of my ſorrows : 
could thy pure ſpirit hold communica- 
tion with mortality ; and mighteſt thou 
be permitted to witneſs the emotions 
of a ſoul ſtill warm with the ſenſe and 
memory 
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memory of thy perfections, thou would- 

eſt then be ſatisfied with the aſſurance, 

that neither time nor chance can ever 
eraſe the dear ws cal ou _ * 
from my mind. 

Even at this preſent n after 
an interval of more than twenty years, 
thy idea ſtill fondly hangs about my 
heart; ſtill mixes in every thought and 
in every action; and MIN reigns, with 
unfaded force, the ſovereign of my ſoul 
and of my affections. 

But thou art no more! Sweet excel- 
lence! thou art no more! Peace to wy 
aſhes! + 
The daughter ſhe had brought into 
the world, dearly as ſhe was purchaſed, 
was now the object that engroſſed all 
my care and my attention; nor did I 
ſpare any pains or expence, within the 
bounds of my contracted circumſtances, 
to make her miſtreſs of every accom- 
pliſhment which her ſex required. 1 
2 "al 
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© As ſhe grew up, her perſon every day 
Mill more and more diſplayed beauties 
Irrefiſtible; and preſented me with the 
perfect epitome of her deceaſed mother. 
The ſame mildneſs of deportment; the 
ſame meekneſs of thought; and the 
ſame captivating ſmile which involun- 
tarily and inſtantaneouſly ſubdued the 
heart, as by enchantment, and which 
diſtinguiſhed the mother above: her fel- 
lows, might viſibly: be traced in the 
daughter. She never ſpoke” but ſhe” 
wounded; ſhe never looked my ſhe tri- 
umphed. | 

A ſmall farm, dee became my 
property, in conſequence of my mar- 
riage, barely enabled me, and not with- 
out difficulty, to provide for her and 
myſelf in a manner that kept us above 
the frowns of the world. 

I, however, found it impoſſible, out 
of the trifle that aroſe from thence, to 


Vaz. II, C make 
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make any reſerve, as a proviſion againſt 
accidents. 

Truſting, ung in Heaven to 
-avert them, I laboured on chearfully, 
and bleſſed e that Oe me 
ſo to do. 

My Emily was now in ther ee 
teenth year: healthful as nature, and 
.blooming as the May. 

The many eſſential ſervices ſhe ren- 
cred me in my domeſtic concerns; the 
Economy and neatneſs which ſhe in- 
troduced into my little family, and the 
exactneſs and preciſion with which the 

regulated every department of my 

zhouſehold, doubly endeared her to me, 
and made me ſet a value upon her moſt 

4rifling actions. 

| She had, in a multiplicity of inſtan- 
ces, given proof that ſhe poſſeſſed a 
heart almoſt unequalled for charity, 
nenderneſs and compaſſion. | 
J was 
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I was proud to behold _ teſtimo- 

nies of her virtues. 

They were the deareſt and moſt in- 
valuable objects of my contemplation. 

Nor were my endeavours difappoint- 
ed of their reward. 

Every day led to the diſcovery of 
ſome new perfection; and every hour 
Vitneſſed an increaſe to my happineſs. 

But I now come, unwillingly, to the 
relation of a circumſtance that deſtroya 
-ed all the flattering expectations which 

I had ſo long indulged, and which was 
the foundation of the ſubſequent chain 
of miſeries I was dvorhed to the expe- 
rience of. | 

It was on a cold, inclement evening, 
towards the latter end of November. 

The rain fell; the wind blew; and the 
face of Heaven was veiled with horror 
and with darkneſs. 8 

I was juſt upon the eve of retiring to 
Teſt, and already had I begun to make 


C 2 prepa- 
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preparations for that purpoſe, when 1 
was alarmed by a ſudden and loud rap- 
Ping at the door. 

Upon my haſtening to learn the rea- 
ſon of ſo unſeaſonable a viſit, I was ac- 
coſted by a ſtranger of genteel appear- 


ance, who begged of my hoſpitality a 


protection from the fury of the ſtorm. 
In ſuch a night I could not have re- 

fuſed Jo trifling a favour even to a dog. 
How much leſs then to a fellow-crea- 


tture in diſtreſs! 


Having put his horſe in the ſtable, 5 
1 returned to give him ſuch aſſiſtance as 
his diſagreeable ſituation required. 
As he was dripping with wet, and 
benumbed with cold, I immediately 
ſtirred up the expiring embers, and, 
with the help of a freſh faggot, ſoon 
cauſed him to forget all his ſorrows. 
He informed me that he was going 
0 a neighbouring village, near which 
He had a houſe; but, being unable to 
proceed, 
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proceed, by reaſon of the weather, and- 
lackily perceiving a light in my cabin,- 
he availed himſelf of that opportunity” 
to ſolicit for a ſhelter. 

I aſſured him he was welcome; and, 
the better to convince him that he was ſo, 
I ſpread*before him the beſt my table 
afforded, which I begged him to par- 
take of without ceremony. 

Meanwhile the ſtorm, inſtead of 
abating, "ye increaſed e mo- 
ment. 

The rain came pouring with additi- 
onal violence; the wind blew a perſect 
hurricane; and Nature appeared as 
convulſed and disjointed in all her 
members. 

It was now almoſt midnight. | 
Nor was it poſſible to think of pro- 
ceeding through ſuch extreme horrors.- 

And yet, how was I to act? 


The beds I had were few; and of 
thelc cach had its claimant. 


C.3 But 
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But he ſhall - have mine: ſaid I. I- 
am much better able to bear the fatigue 
of fitting up than he is. | 

Befides, his fituation demands it. 

And will not the reflection of having 
been the inſtrument of caſe and happi- 
neſs to a fellow · creature, though but 
for a ſingle hour, amply recompenſe 
the toil of one night's watching? | 
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CHAP. IV. 


_ HAVING refreſhed himſelf by a long 
and uninterrupted ſleep, late the fucceed-- 
ing morning he left his apartment. 

tis firſt care was to return me thanks 
for the very liberal, though homely en- 
tertainment I had provided him, which 
he did by every expreſſion that might 
be ſuppoſed to actuate a warm and a 
grateful heart. 

Nor did his acknowledgment rele 
here. 

He wiſhed me to acquaint him in 
what manner he could beſt recompenſe- 
the trouble he had been the occaſion of. 
to me, 

It was his moſt ardent deſire. 

He ſhould, he ſaid, be for ever mi- 
ſerable to quit me, without being firſt - 
perimitted-to expreſs his gratitude. 

. 4 Nor 
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Nor muſt I deny him. 

“ Allow me then,” ſaid I, your 
good wiſhes: they will comprehend- 
in themſelves every reward I can either 
hope for or deſire... | 

„What I have performed, is no 
other than my duty; and God forbid, 
that from thence I ſhould arrogate to, 
myſelf the leaſt degree of praiſe !” 

He liſtened to me with aftoniſhment. . 

The diſintereſtedneſs of nc conduct 
ſurprized him. 

It was what he was little: dion 
ed to meet with, eſpecially from thoſe 
vhoſe ſituation in life was like mine. 

What a-melaneholy reſſection ! 

Finding that it was ĩmpoſſible to pre- 
vail upon me to accept of the return 
his generoſity ſeemed inclinable to make 
me, he prepared himſelf unwillingly to 
take his leave. 

He had not yet ſeen Email. 


She 
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She had retired to reſt the preceding 
night, ſomewhat- more early than ſhe ' 
generally did, and long before he had 
applied for admiſſion. 
Juſt as he was going to bid me adieu, 
ſhe unexpectedly made her appearance. 
«© My daughter, — faid I, as ſne 
approached us. 
He eyed her with attention. 
A ſingle. moment ripened it into ad- 
mifition. 
«-Can this divine creature be in re 
ality your daughter ?” ſaid he. | 
«© Impoſſible | 
« Her whole perſon ſpeaks her ac- 
quainted with thoſe graces and thoſe ' 
acompliſhments which. can only be ac-- 
quired by a long and intimate famili=- - 
arity with the etiquette of a court. 
& Where. then. could. ſhe. n. 
tem 1. 
Emily thanked him for his glaser 


with a ſimplicity truly natural and un- 
G4. affected 3 ; 
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34 THE MAN OF'EXPERTENCE:. 
affected; whilſt her bluſhes, which 
every moment increaſed, gaye an additi- 
onal force to her. beauty, and ſuch as 
it was impoſſible to behold wh - 
emotion. 

She knew too little of the world, to 
ſuppoſe that the moſt extravagant en- 
comium generally origine from in- 
ſincerity. 

The plain, the ſimple manner in 
which ſhe was uſually addreſſed by 
thoſe in whoſe boſoms candour took 
place of - compliment, made her the. - 
more readily attend to what the preſent 
occaſion produced. 

The novelty of it pleaſed her wund, 
that ſhe. durſt not diſcredit the much 
of it. 

It is the general error of the ſex; and 
the moſt unanſwerable proof of the 
extreme frailty of our nature ! 

Shortly afterwards, our gueſt depart- 
ed; not, however, without firſt. pro- 
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[id to renew. his a0 gab ande with 
us. 

As I then had no ſuſpicion of the 
motive which induced him to make 
this promiſe, I eonſidered it as an act 
of condeſcenſion in him, and as ſuch, 
thanked him, aſſuring bim, at the ſame. 
time, that he might ever depend upon 
meeting with a hearty welcome, and the 
beſt entertainment 1 noo in my power to 
offer him. 

No ſooner Was bor gone, than I en- 
ee of Emily, what opinion ſhe was 
diſpoſed to entertain of him? 

She was unacquainted with the art 
of diſſimulation: neither was it in her 
diſpoſition to feign. 0 


She therefore ende 1 1 


ſentiments without reſerve. 

I found thereby, that, ſhort as their 
acquaintance was, he was not entirely 
indifferent to her. 
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This, however, was no cauſe- of un- 
eaſineſs to me. 
I truſted that her prudence: would 
ever riſe ſuperior to her paſſions: and 
the well Known goodneſs of her heart 
gave me every reaſon to be ſatisſied, 
that ſhe! herſelf was the beſt 1 of 
evo own honour. | 
Mr. Haſtings (for-ſuch E- akerwards | 
found was.-the- name of the gentleman. 
whom Fortune had thus accidentally 
brought me acquainted with) was, in re- 
[| ſpect to his perſon; elegantly. propor- 

| tioned. His height was ſomewhat un- 
der that which- is uſually denominated 
the middle ſe: his countenance clear 
and expreſſive, and. his eyes uncom- 
monly quick and piercing. 

No wonder than that his figure, con- 
ſiderably heightened and improved by a 
pleaſing and inſinuating addreſs, ſhould 
make ſome impreſſion upon a mind 
young and unexperienecd like her's. 


It 
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It was not, however, of a nature 


calculated to create the leaſt alarm, but, 
on the contrary, was ſuch as a very in- 


conſiderable portion of time and of re- 


ally to eradicate. 


flection, promiſed eaſily and. effectu- 


As I did. not wiln Emily « to betray : 
any marks of inſenſibility, I was the 
rather pleaſed with the trial, as it gave 


me an opportunity of penetrating into 
the real diſpoſition of her ſoul. 


-* 


I perceived, what I all along believed; | 
that her affections were of a nature apt 


to take fire 1 that her heart might eaſily : 
be moulded: into any ſhape or form you 


choſe. to give it, and that the tenders - 


neſs of her feelings would, ſome time or 
other, expoſe; her to dangers which 
would require the utmoſt exertions ſhe 
was miſtreſs of to ſurmount. 
All this I was thoroughly perſuaded 


of, without once ſuffering a ſingle diſ- 


agreeable: 
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agreeable idea to invade my — 


or to diſturb. my repoſe. 
I knew her to be both morally and: 


_ conſtitutionally. virtuous, and I truſted 


that ſhe would ever remain fo. 

In a few. days, agreeable to his pro- 
miſe, Mr. Haſtings favoured. us - with 
a ſecond viſit. 

His dreſs diſplayed a merit greater 
degree of taſte and elegance than before, 
and which ſeemed, according to my judg- 
ment, to have been artfully elected: 


for the preſent occaſion... 


The addition his whole perſan row 
ceived by reaſon —_— is not calily to 


be credited. t 
He look infinitely more amiable, - 


his eyes had a double portion of fire 


and of -vivacity implanted in them, and 
his every feature appeared more pleaſant 


and more enlivened. 


After a very common and unin- 


tereſting converſation between us, he 


gave 
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gave me to underſtand, ..that he had 
ſomething particular to communicate, 
and wiſhed me therefore: to favour him 
with my attention. 

Requeſting him to — he ad- 
dreſſed me as follows : 

«Your late very generous behaviour 
to me at a time when 1 ſo particularly: 
needed the reception I met with, and the 
diſintereſtedneſs of your conduct after- 
wards, in ſo nobly declining the triſing 
acknowledgment: I would have made 
in conſideration of the trouble I had 
been the occaſion of to you, continue ſo 
freſh in my memory, that I am inca- 
pable of reſt or happineſs, until I am per- 
mitted in ſome meaſure to reward them, 

« A farm upon my eſtate, of conſi- 
derable value and extent, 1s, at preſent, . 
vacant. . 

« would with.3 you to take the ma- 
nagement of it; and, in order that no 
impediment may lie in the way, I will 

myſelf. 
1 
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myſelf. take upon me to. ſtock it in 2 
manner that you cannot diſapprove of. 
Here, if you ſhould think my offer 
worth your acceptance, you will be en- 
abled to live more agreeably; you may 1 
inſure to yourſelf, not only the conve- 
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| niencies, but alſo the comforts of life; ] 
you will have the ſatisfaction of repofing 1 10 
from toil, and of thereby enjoying your 
old age in peace; and I ſhall have: 0 
the pleaſure of adding to the catalogue I 
| of my felicities, the friendſhip and ac a 
quaihtance of a worthy man.“. W 
| 4 
5 

gl 

pr 

pe 


CHAP. 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 41 


SAH 


[4 F 
vl 


THE great and ſingular advantages 
which evidently attended this ſeeming-- 
ly-difintereſted offer, were ſuch as al- 
lowed but of very little heſitation. | 

Need I therefore add, that I readily 
conſented to a propoſal fo apparent-- 
ly calculated for my own benefit ;. 
and, that, in conſequence thereof, TI: 
was ſoon afterwards ſituated in a manner 
ſo agrecable, as left me not a wiſn un- 
gratrfied ? 

My Emily now more than ever en- 
gaged my attention. 

She was the pride, the ſtay, and the: 
glory of my age. 

Ever intereſted in her happineſs, I 
provided her with maſters for the pur-- 
poſe of inſtructing her in thoſe accom-- 

| pliſkments ; 
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pliſhments uſually beſtowed. upon the 
ex. 

Nor was my care in the leaſt mil: : 
applied. 

The improvement ſhe daily and ra- 
pidly made in thoſe purſuits, was ſuch 
as gave me every reaſon to reſt ſatisfied 
with her endeavours: 

One acquiſition increaſed her eager- 
neſs for another, and, as ſhe improved in 
knowledge; . the became the more de 
ſirous of it... | 

Mr. Haſtings, who had an ger 
and well- choſen library, furniſhed her 
with books in every. ſcience, and even 
aſſifted her in unraveling thoſe intri- 
cacies, and in clearing up. thoſe a> 
ſeurities which ſurpaſſed her wiſdom, . 
and exceeded her comprehenſion. 

By theſe means her mind and her 
underſtanding were enlarged, and her. 
whole ſoul received a poliſh, which, 
heightening and improving the charms - 

of. 
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which ripened the paſſion that her beau- 


ty every where inſpired. 


I hope I may be excuſed dwelling 


upon theſe particulars. | 


The perfections and the exccliencies ; 
of a virtuous and dutiful daughter can- 


not too forcibly be related.. 


The remembrance of them is now 


the only thing that adminiſters ſatisfac- 
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of her perſon, gave a delicacy. to her 
wit, which aſſiſted her conqueſts, and 


tion to my old age, nor will a generous... 
mind refuſe to ſympathize with the feel- 
ings of a father, whether they ariſe 


from pleaſure or from pain. 


In this manner, happy beyond con- 
ception, and unacquainted with thoſe 
evils which ſo often diſtract the peace 


and quiet of individuals, did we con- 


tin ue upwards. of two years in the en- 


joyment of every real delight which 


the human heart might crave. the poſ- 


ſeſ on of. 


44 


Mr... 
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Mr. Haſtings was almoſt our only” 
viſitor. 

Regular in his attendance upon us, 
he ſcarcely ever permitted a day to paſs' 
without ſacrificing. ſome Part of it 

was. * : 

Nor, yet in all his frequent viſits, 
did he ever come unwelcome or even” 
unwiſhed for. 

The freedom and vivacity which, ſo 
peculiarly diſtinguiſhed his behaviour, 
added to his earneſt endeavours to pleaſe, 
never failed of making us deſirous of. 


his preſence as often as he could make- 


it convenient to himſelf. 


Poor Emily, by accuſtoming her- 


ſolf to his converſation, was never ſo- 
unhappy as when deprived of it. 


And, as the cultivation and enlarge- 
ment of her underſtanding ſeemed no 
leſs the object of his care than mine, 
he was a. favourite of ſo ſingular a 
ſtamp, as required no flight art to ſup- 

plant. 
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plant or to diſpoſſeſs him of the place 
he held in her eſteem. 

Frequent and familiar; as were their 
interviews, he never once, in all this 
time, gave her any reaſon to ſuppoſe that. 
he entertained the leaſt deſire towards 
her above what he might have conceived 
for the moſt indifferent of her ſex. 

Friendſhip, and fimply friendſhip, 
ſeemed to actuate him in all he did. 

This was his profeſſion, nor did that 
profeſſion go hitherto deſtitute of con- 
firmation by his actions. 

The event, however, ſhewed that 
thoſe actions were all founded on the 
blackeſt and moſt unexampled hypo- 
criſy ; and, that in ſpite of appearances, 
and in ſpite of the open and apparent 
ſincerity that marked his behaviour, 
his ſoul was a compoſition of cruelty 
and luſt, and himſelf deſtitute, ſhame- 
fully deſtitute of every principle of 
friendſhips 
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45 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
Friendſhip, honour, generoſity, or even 
-manhood. 

Trufting, however, in the fond and 
fatal belief that he poſſeſſed virtues 
which were as oppoſite to his nature 
as Heaven from Hell, I harboured not 
the leaſt diſtruſt of him, but, on the 
«contrary, J ever rejoiced in his preſence 
-as in that of my greateſt friend and moſt 
eſteemed benefactor. 

Whilſt I was thus eagerly embracing 
-every opportunity to convince him with 
:how real and unaffected a regard T con- 
+remplated his virtues, was he, like a 
baſe aſſaſſin, planing the everlaſting 
deſtruction of my peace and happineſs. 

A relation, of whom I had but few, 
was ill, and requeſted my attendance. 

T could not refufe him, eſpecially as 
it was moſt probable T might never 
more behold him on this fide the grave; 

a conjecture which both his age and in- 
#firmities helped to ſupport. 
| As 
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As his reſidence was little ſhort of 


twenty miles from the place of my pre- 
fent abode, I informed Emily, upon my 
taking leave of her, that ſhe might not 
expect me back till the fucceeding 


day. 


3 eg of events of this 


ſort, and knowing that people too ge- 
.nerally leave their affairs unſettled to 


the laſt moments of their exiſtence, 


naturally led me to conclude, that my 
return the ſame day would be utterly 
impracticable. 


Nor did my judgment at all deceive 


me. 


I found my fick kimſman upon the 
very verge of eternity, ſenſeleſs, mo- 
tionleſs, and unable to recoliect who 


or what I was. 


In this ſtate of inſenſibility he con- 


tinued till late in the evening, and then 
peaceably departed, without a pang, 


and without a groan. 
His 
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His effects he had by will equally 
divided amongſt all his relations, a be- 
queſt, which, however trifling in itſelf, 
was at leaſt a proof that he wiſhed there- 
by to avoid contentions and animoſities 
of every kind, which too frequently 
ariſe from the partiality of the dead, and 
the avarice of the living. 

Having aſſiſted in the formation X 
ſome certain neceſſary regulations which 
mutually concerned us all, the very day 
ſucceeding that of my departure from 
home, and agreeable to my original in- 
tention, I returned. 

The firſt perſon I enquired 1 Was 
Emily. 

She was ever foremoſt in my mind 
and in my imagination; and, as I had 
ſcarcely ever, during a period of nineteen 
years, been abſent from her ſo long 
together, I was more eagerly defirous 
of ON her than was uſual with me. 


J was, 
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I was, indeed, rather diſappointed in 
not perceiving her haſten to meet me, 
as on former occaſions ſhe had, and as 
I expected ſhe now would. | 

But what tongue will attempt to ex- 
preſs my ſurprize upon being informed 
that ſhe, my Emily, my daughter, the 


pride of my eye, and the prop of my 


age, had been abſent all night; and 
that the ſervants were all equally unable 
to account for ſuch a circumſtance! _ 

At firſt, I could with difficulty be 
brought to credit the intelligence, Her 
virtues, her prudence, her many amiable 


and excellent qualities, and, above all, 


the ſenſe which ſhe invariably entertain- 
ed of her duty and of her affection to 
her parent, all contributed alike to re- 
ject ſuch a belief, as founded on abſur- 
dity and manifeſt inconſiſtency. _ 
Finding, however, that I had but 
too much rcaſon to reſt ſatisfied of 
Yor. II. D — 
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the truth of the relation Thad received, 
I was like one diſtracted. 

I ran up and down the houſe in a 
wild and frantic manner, whilſt a - 
thoufand horrid ideas crouded upon 
my imagination, and transformed me 
into the verieſt wretch that drew the 
vital air. 

Wherever her image had been uſed 
to bleſs my fight; wherever had been 
the ſcene of our happieſt converſation, 
or wherever T was accuſtomed to con- 
template her virtues, now ſerved only 
to increaſe my affliction. 


2 room. to room, from place 
to place, inſenſible of what I was 
doing, I wandered about in a Vain, ſcek- 
ing for her. 
I looked for her, but found her 
not. I called her, but received no 
anſwer. 


Thus 
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Thus diſappointed in all my endea- 
vours, and rendered almoſt incapable 
of action, I ſunk upon the floor, loſt, 
pale, and ſpiritleſs. 
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CHI AUP VI. 


IN this forlorn and miſerable con- 
dition I lay a conſiderable while a 
| prey to anguiſh inexpreſſible, and un- 
able to put in practice any meaſure 
which might tend to alleviate a part of 
my ſufferings, or be the means of bring- 
ing me acquainted with the real cauſe 
of her abſence. | 

I ſometimes thought of going to Mr. 
Haſtings, and enquiring of him whe- 
ther his knowledge or memory furniſh- 
ed him with aught that might aſſiſt me 
in the ſearch of her. 

— Theſe thoughts were, however, no 
ſooner formed than rejected. 

I condemned them as idle and. 1 im- 
politic: | 

And I determined, as the only means 
of infuring her reputation, to wait as 

patiently 
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patiently. as poſſible, in hopes that ſhe 
would return, and, by ſo doing, eradi- 
cate the unfavourable impreſſion which 
her abſence had naturally created. 

Whilſt 1 was thus ruminating within 
myſelf in what manner it was moſt ad- 
viſeable to act, I was, of a ſudden, ſur- 
prized with what I ſo much wiſhed 
for—the SR of Emily, 

She was in tears: 

Her hair was diſhevelled; her gar- 
ments hung looſe and diſordered, and 
her eyes appeared red and ſwoln with 
grief and paſſion. 

Greatly as I was alarmed at ſuch 
ſymptoms of diſtreſs, I was, neverthe- 
leſs, pleaſed once more to behold her 
in any circumſtances. 

She was my daughter, and) nature 
pleaded i in her behalf. | 

Ah, my Emily!“ ſaid I,“ hi 
haſt thou been? What ails my child > 
And how is it that I ſee thee thus ſur- 
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rounded with ſuch viſible marks of 
afflietige! ? Speak 1 I charge thee! Hide 
om thy father; a father who 


loves 125 with the tendereſt affection, 


and whoſe happinefs is fo cloſely and 


inſeparably connected with thine, that 
even the higheft of human felicities 


would avail him nothing, wert thou not 


a partaker in them.“ 


To this ſhort, though fincere addreſs, 
which was delivered at intervals, and 
mtermixed with deep and repeated ſighs; 
the was for a while incapable of making 
any reply, otherwiſe than by a renewal 


of her lamentations, 


Having, however, ſomewhat relieved 
the exceſſive weight of her ſpirits, by 
a timely and liberal diſcharge of her 
tears, the anſwered me in the following 
manner: 
21% Not without cauſe ; not without 
_ my father ! do I appear thus 
cover: 


| 8 
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overwhelmed with griefs, and pred 
down by ſorrows: 
It is the natural and 9 
conſequence of my ſufferings. | 
Oh! Can'ſt thou believe it? Haft- | 
ings—is a villain !“ 
„ Heavens!” * we 6 ſure by dared 
dot * 
„ Hg i a 3 mean, 8 vil- 
lain!“ continued ſhe, interrupting me; 
* and had not a power, ſuperior to his, 
graciouſly interpoſed for my preſerya- 
tion, | tremble to think where his daring 
might have terminated. 
 « But I have till left the atisfattion 
of returning to a father's embrace, 
pure and unſtained; a circumſtance that 
adminiſters me pleaſure in the midſt of 
all my ſufferings, and which will not 
fail to confirm to me a continuance of 
the ſame paternal love and tenderneſs 
which I have hitherto experienced, and 
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which, I truſt, 1 ſhall ever entertain a 
due and proper ſenſe of.” 

4 Thou can'ſt never forfeit them :? 
replied IJ. Thy prudence and thy vir- 
tnes are ſufficient to make thee de- 
ſerving of them under every change and 
revolution of fortune. 

gut proceed! Inform me of the 


| whole that has happened unto thee. 
"Every event, every circumſtance, that 


affects my Emily, TE! in an 1 475 
degree, me alſo.“ 


Thus encouraged, ſhe addreſſed me 


| (Kill viſibly labouring under great and 


exceſſive anguiſh of mind) in nearly the 
following manner : 

No ſooner was you yelterday de- 
parted ; no ſooner had you bidden your 
Emily adieu, than, invited by the un- 
common beauty of the day, I, almoſt 
without Xnowing it, walked forth into 


the mead, which had ſo often 


been 
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been the ſcene of my happieſt medita- 5 


tions. 

1 £6] had FRONT leiſure to dalam A 
ſingle thought, before I perceived Mr. 
Haſtings; at a diſtance, approaching the 
place where I then was. 

„ 'Fhis circumſtance; ” no wiſe diſ- 
Pleaſed me, more eſpecially as I hoped 
from his converſation to be the better 
enabled to ſhake off a certain melan- 
choly that had unaccountably taken 
poſſeſſion of my ſpirits, and which 
diſcoloured every object that I looked 
upon. 

After having agreeably a 
me in diſcourſe for a / conſiderable 
while, during all which time he treated. 
me with the ſame delicacy and reſpect 
that, he had evermore invariably ob- 
ſerved towards me, he infiſted upon 
my accompanying him to his own 
houſe, in the neighbourhood of which 
5 we 


4 
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we: bad inſenſibly ſtrayed, without per- 
ceiving that we had fo. 

As, from his behaviour to me, I had 
no reaſon to-fuſpe& him of any deſign, 
I readily acquieſced in his deſire. 

Being now arrived at his houſe, we 
immediately found admittance, and our 
converſation, aa before, took a turn 
equally agreeable and intereſting. 

Thus fully employed, we paſt 
away the time, till the approach of 
evening warned me to depart, when, 
preparing myſelf for that purpoſe, to 
my great and inexpreſſible ſurprize, he 
gave me to underſtand, that it was 
not his intention to 1 with me ſo 
cally. 

66 op for he firſt time, 1 re - 
queſted him to explain his mean- 
ing. 

Is it then poſſible,” ſaid he, © that 
you can really be i ignorant that 1 love 

« you; that my very ſoul is wrapped 


* 
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up in you; and that all my hopes 
« of happineſs are centred in en 
« and in you alene? 

« What would you have ?““ faid I. 

*The return my N merits: 

replied he. 

« Js ie win may juſtify a 
« warrant a return, faid I, “ fo far 
<« you have no. reaſon to complain.” 

And will you then, my dear girl,“ 
ſaid he, ſuffer the prejudices of edu · 


é cation to rife up in oppoſition to the 


more generous dictates of nature and 


© of conſtitution? . 


« Virtue is, it is true, a fine. ro- 
i mantic notion, excellently adapted to 
< the purpoſe of thoſe whoſe ignorance 


« or imbecility renders them either too. 


ce blind ta perceive, or too weak to act. 
« But ſhall we, whoſe minds and bodies 


© are alike ſtrong and perfect, prove 


< perverſe. and rebellious againſt the 
« Jaws of reaſon and of love ? Shall we 
D 6 „ diſin- 
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e difingenuouſly ſuppreſs the pureft 
© and moſt refined emotions of the 
<« ſoul, merely becauſe ſuch a conduct 
* would entitle us to the approbation 
« of grey-headed enthuſiaſts, who are 
“ incapable of reliſhing the pleaſure 
ce they ſo ſenſeleſsly condemn? For 
<« ſhame: reject a ſentiment ſo injurious 
<* to your beauty! 

I now began, not without pain, to 
perceive for a certainty the point to- 
wards which his diſcourſe was directed. 
J perceived it, and I trembled at the 
idea it conveyed. It was a horrid 
«© Farewell, Sir!“ ſaid I, paſting 
him in a direct line towards the door 
of the apartment where we had been 
ſitting, © farewell, Sir! It is time that 
_ * T ſhould leave you. Some future 
opportunity I may moſt probably 
ox IE to combat your arguments. 
s | 11-35 238 
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„ At preſent 1 it is neceſſary that I bid 
* you adieu.“ 

„ Upon my reaching the door; to 
my everlaſting diſappointment, I found 
that it was ſecured in a manner that 
defied all my endeavours to open it. 

This diſcovery terrified me. 
« I immediately concluded that my 
rum was inevitable : 
“ And full of this perfuaſion, I threw 
myſelf down in a chair that ſtood near 
at hand, and, without uttering a ſyl- 
lable, burſt into a flood of tears. E, 
© Unmoved by the ſituation to which 
he ſaw me reduced, the unfeeling au- 
thor of my ſorrows, as if glorying in 
my dejection, addreſſed me thus: 
| 6 You now, Emily, are convinced 
that you are abſolutely and entirely 
“ in my power. I have long been de- 
„ firous of ſo favourable an opportu- 
6 1 and. it will be my fault if I neg- 


4 lect 
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« left ta turn the Peeſent one: 1 
« advantage.” 

Then I am indeed loſt-! v. ſaid I. 
1 could lay no more, my ſenſes 
forſook me, and! fell lifeleſs upon the 
gravne. 
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22 Ho . Aan in unte 
ſtate of inſenſibility, caktmued ſhe, 
am unable to ſay. 

The firſt object thine uch my 
attention, however, upon my recovery, 
was Mr. Haſtings, who vifibly appear- 
ed to exult in the contemplation of 
the pain he bad been the inſtrument 
of to me. 

« The ſight of him — 
reſtored to my memory the full horror 
of my ſituation. I ſtarted; I trembled; 
T was upon the verge of relapſing into- 
my former condition; and I devoutly 
looked up to Heaven 1 only 2 22 | 
and as my only refuge. 

«© Nor was I diſappointed. 

„That Being in whom 1 placed diy 
dependence, and from whom alone 1 

looked 
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looked for ſupport and protection, gra- 


ciouſſy extended his aid to me, by 


ſtrengthening me to undergo the trial 1 

was reſerved for, in a manner that neither 

tended to my own abaſement, nor added 

to the unmanly FRY of wy inhu- 
man adverſary. 


Finding that I was ; reflored, though | 


imperfectly, to the uſe and enjoyment 
of my ſenſes, he once more began his 


odious importunities, all of which, 


however, I firmly and reſolutely with- 
ſtood, and treated with the contempt 
they ſo deſervedly merited. 


This ſteady and confiſtent beha- 
viour of mine, occafioned a ſudden and 
inſtantaneous alteration in his manner 


of proceeding, equally replete with 
meanneſs and brutality, and ſuch as 


would diſgrace the moſt uncivilized of 


human creatures. 


For, perceiving the very Night 


impreſſion made upon me by the for- 


mer 
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mer part of his conduct, he preſently 
exchanged his arguments and his ſup- 
plications, into imprecations and 
threats. teal | 

* Proud, ungrateful woman!“ faid 
he. But think not to reap any advan- 
tage from your contumacy. Be aſ- 
„ ſured ſuch an expectation is vain 
* and idle. For ſince you ſeem de- 
e termined to remain unmoved, againſt 
«the power of prayers and intreaties, 
« it is neceſſary that you ſhould be 
ce convineed with what eaſe I am en- 
** abled to take what you ſo obſtinately 
deny.“ 

No ſooner had he concluded theſe 
inſolent expreſſions, than he proceeded 
to put his menaces in execution. 

« Strengthened and upheld by that 
Power in whom I placed my faith and 
my hope, I repelled his violence with 
a firmneſs of mind that at once diſap- 
pointed him of his expected harveſt, 


3 


: - 
4 
= 
: = 
. 
4 
J 17) 
1 
74 
5 : 
„ 
nl 
--Þ 
. 
"1 'y 
£1 
= 
7 
. 
= 
' 
7 
| 
. 
wy. 
| . 
4 
* 
| 
it 
| 
bt 
la 
. 
* 
| 
- 
7 
. 
, 


66 THE MAN Or EXPERMENCE: | 
and excited: his adrization ar whar: be 


was unable to account for. 


Ihe oppoſition he met with, ſerved 
but the more to increaſe his rage, now 


almoſt rendered: deſperate, and ſet him U = 
upon inventing ſome new method where? 


by to effect the conqueſt he was . 9 
firous of. 


« His invention and his en 


_——however, for once failed him. 


ier 2604, pagan be- 


ſtowed, and all his firatagems were 


happily fruſtrated, in the bs | 
manner: 

One of his ſervants, alarmed by 
the uncommon. noife. which his beha- 
viour to me had occaſioned, and de- 
termined to diſcqurage,. as much as in 
kim lay, ſo manifeſt an outrage upon 
the laws of virtue and hoſpitality, by 
2 ſudden. and timely application of his 
foat to the door of the apartment, in- 
ſtantly burſt it open. Lee 
B The 
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The confuſion this circumſtance was 
the immediate inſtrument of, interrup- 
ted, for the preſent, the further proſecu- 
tion of his deſign, whilſt the full mea- 
ſure of his indignation, which by this 
time ſeemed to know no bounds, was 
unreaſonably directed towards the un- 

happy intruder as the object moſt: y wry 
* his vengeance. | 

It was now almoſt midnight, and, 
verceining how little I was. diſpoſed to 
yield an obedience to his will, he ad 
dreſſed me thus: 41 
For the temporary reſpiteyas enjoy, 
vou are indebted only to the fool who 
c ſo rudely and ſo unexpectedly broke in 
Kupon my; privacy, but who, believe 
me, ſhall dearly repent of his raſhnets. 
<« I will now leave you to your pri- 
vate meditations : perhaps a few hours 
may ſerve to reconeile you to my plea; 
: n E that means render any 
id, 6:3 7:8 hk 
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and excited his admiration 4 what: be 


was unable. to account for. 


The oppoſition he met with, ſerved 
but the more to increaſe his rage, now 


almoſt rendered deſperate, and ſet him 
upon inventing ſome new method where? 


by to effect the can he was ſo 298 1 
ſirous of. 


« His invention and his ingenuity, 


however, for once failed him. 


*All his, art was, unprofitably be- 
ſtowed, and all his ſtratagems were 
happily fruſtrated, in the PE | 


manner: 


„One of "his ſervants, alarmed hi 
the uncommon, noiſe which his beha- 
viour to me had occaſioned, and de- 


termined to. diſcqurage,. as much as in 
him lay, ſo manifeſt an outrage upon 


the laws of virtue and, hoſpitality, by 
2 ſudden. and timely application of his 
foot to the door of the apartment, in- 
* burſt it open. ag? 

The 
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The confuſion this circumſtance was 
the immediate inſtrument of, interrup- 
ted, for the preſent, the further proſecu- 
tion of his deſign, whilſt the full mea- 

| ſure of his indignation, which by this 
| time ſeemed to know no bounds, Was 
unreaſonably directed towards the un» 
happy intruder as the object moſt whey 
thy his vengeance. 

It was now almoſt midnight, and, 
Nr how little I was diſpoſed to 
yield an obedience to his will, he za 
dreſſed me thus: 

For the temporary relpiteyon pier, 
vou are indebted only to the fool who 
c ſo rudely and ſo unexpectedly broke in 
upon my privacy, but who, helieve 
me, ſhall dearly repent of his raſhneſs. 

<< I will now leave you to your pri- 
vate meditations : perhaps a few hours 
* may ſerve to reconeile you to my plea; 
HOY ee * means render any 
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« further inſtance of my power unneceſ- 
ce ſary.” 

« So ſaying, he gutt the room, and 
left me to ruminate on the danger of 
my ſituation, which every moment be- 
came additionally critical, and which, 
notwithſtanding the reſolution I mani- 
feſted, till filled me with the moſt 
dreadful and alarming apprehenſions. 

«I was not without hopes, as I was now 
no longer reſtrained by his preſence, of 
making ſome diſcovery that might aſſiſt 
me in effecting my eſcape. 9 

*© Theſe hopes were, however, vain. 

“ For, after the minuteſt ſearch, I 
was fain to relinquiſh the attempt, and 
once more diſpoſe myſelf to endure the 
attacks of him whom I now juſtly began 
to behold with abhorence.— 

Early the ſucceeding morning, Mr. 
Haſtings made his re-appearance. 

He was ſomewhat leſs violent than 
when 1 laſt ſaw him; a circumſtance 

Which 
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which! greatly interpreted in my favour, 
and, in conſequence thereof, eagerly ſeiz- 
ed an opportunity that offered itſelf ſo 
unexpectedly, toexpoſtulatewith him on 
the barbarity and inhumanity of his treat- 
ment reſpecting me. b 
Lou profeſs to love me * aid I: 
6 wherein do you ſhew that love? Am 
<< I to ſeek for it in the boſomof cruelty. 
e and violence? or is love only ſubſervi- 
e ent to groſſer and inferior paſſions? . 
If you really have an affection for 
« me, why am I thus unaccountably and 
* wantonly deprived of my liberty ? 
Think you thereby to promote a mu- 
40 tual inclination on my ſide, or is it 
« your opinion that ſeverity may effect 
* that which perſuaſion cannot? 
“In either caſe, you ſtrangely de- 
« ceive yourſelf ; for, be aſſured, I will 
| «6 brave any danger, nay death itſelf, ra- 
e ther than tamely ſubmit to yield my- 
1 
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« ff a willing facrifice to bels vio- 


< Jence.” 
e Thefe romantic exprefſions, Ma- 


« Jam,” replied he, © will prove but of p 
< little ſervice to you, believe me. 5 
« You complain of the feverity of - 


my conduct to you. 'Ought I not 
cc equally to condemn the cruelty of 
« yours to me? What will juſtify the 
ec one, will ſerve no leſs to abfolve the 
66 other. f 
However, as you may. moſt pro- 
c bably, ſtand in need of ſome refreſn- 
e ment, I ſhall wave all further diſ- 
<& courſe on this ſubject for the preſent, 
ce and, in the mean time, requeſt of you 
ce that you take ſome food, which, from 
< your long faſt, you cannot but have 


“ occaſion for. 
Never, never!“ ſaid 1. © cat nl con- 


C ſent to partake of the verieſt morſel, 
2 * until 1 am fully and effectually releaſ- 
cc ed 
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< ed from the cruel reſtraint to which 
u am at preſent ſubjected. 

_ & Reſtore to me my freedom, reſtore 
c to me the liberty you found me in poſ- 
ce ſeffion of, and you ſhall have no reaſon 
to complain of one who is only obſti- 
© nate in proportion to the regard ſhe 
ce entertains for virtue and her own 
* honour, a regard which fhe truſts ſhe 
<« ſhall ever continue to entertain for 


them to the lateſt period of her exiſt- 
4 .ence? 


« Well then,” replied he, be it ſo. 


Since you are determined to remain 
« wilfuly and perverſely difobedient to 


«© my will, I muſt try fome other me- 


ce thod to ſubdue your pride.” 
Having thus delivered himſelf, he 


turned from me with a ſcornful air, 
and once more left me to ruminate as 


before. 


<« Three tedious hours was T employ- 


ed in conjecturing in what manner he 
intended 
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72 THEMAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
intended putting his threats in execu- 


tion. 


„But all to no purpoſe. 
His abſence alarmed me infinitely 
more than would the actual PRE © of 
his collected indignation. 
I was prepared for the one. I was 
unable to account for the other. 
After having kept me a long time 


in the moſt cruel ſuſpenſe, occaſioned 


by the uncertainty I laboured under in 
reſpect to my fate, he again made his 


appearance. 


4 You are now, Madam,” ſaid he, to 
my agreeable aſtoniſhment, ** at liberty 
<« to return home as ſoon as you pleaſe. 

« 'Think not, however, becauſe I 
6 have permitted you to eſcape at pre- 
« ſent, that I therefore intend entirely 
< to give over the purſuit. 
« Do not deceive yourſelf with fo 
« idle an hope. 
7% A very 
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A very ſhort interval of time elapſ- 

© ed, will once more affuredly witneſs 

« a renewal of my attempt. Till then 
« adieu!“ 

“ Without waiting a ſingle moment 
longer than I could help, I quitted him, 
and haſtened home to reſtore peace and 
comfort to the heart of an afflicted fa- 
ther, a father whoſe happineſs is to me 


of more value than all elſe _ world 
affords,” 


Vol. II. | E C H A P. 
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CH:AP. YL 


AFTER this manner, continued 
the peaſant, did my daughter conclude 
the recital of an adventure, which no- 
thing leſs ſurprized than diſtreſſed me. 

I was nevertheleſs thankful that ſhe 
was reſtored to me, without which I 
ſhould have been eternally miſerable, 
and I prepared myſelf for the worſt that 
might be apprehended from a man who 

* had,in ſo recent an inſtance, given proof 
how capable he was of committing the 
greateſt and moſt atrocious of crimes. 

The miſts of error which had ſo long 
ſurrounded me, began now to diſap- 


$ 


I beheld the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, 
from the firſt moment of our acquain- | 
tance, in quite a different light from £ 

what | 


* 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 75 


what I had ag been uſed to con- 
ſider it. 

That piety ach I once dabred: in 
him, now appeared as hypocriſy ; his 
ſimplicity, as art; his ſeeming open- 
neſs, as cunning; and his generoſity as 
founded on the moſt ſordid ſelfiſhneſs. 

I was therefore determined to be 
armed againſt him as my moſt invete- 
rate and avowed enemy; and I regreted 
that I had fo readily accepted of his 
invitation of taking the farm, which,' 
however it might be the means of ſup- 
plying us with the ſuperfluities of life, 
would, nevertheleſs, but poorly atone 
for the loſs of our everlaſting peace, the 
too probable ſacrifice of continuing in 
our preſent ſituation, 

« Ah why,” ſaid I, © was I prevailed 
upon to quit the ſpot which had been 
time out of mind the habitation of my 
fore-fathers? | 

Us E 2 $* Curbed 
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_* Curbed by no maſter, inſulted by 


no ſuperior, nor in anywiſe ſubject to 
the pleaſure and caprice of others, 
I wanted for nothing. My meals, 
though coarſe, were eat in chear- 
fulneſs; and my couch, though hard, 
was unſurrounded with forrow. Care 
never intruded upon my repoſe, nor 
was my bread watered with my tears.” 

Scarce had I given full utterance to 
theſe reflections, before Mr. Haſtings 
entered, attended by ſeveral ill-looking 
fellows, who immediately ſurrounded 
me, and informed me that I was their 
priſoner. | 

Upon further enquiry, I learnt, to 
my no ſtall aſtoniſhment, that I was 
arreſted at the ſuit of my landlord, for 
a conſiderable ſum, which he had lent 
me for the purpoſe of ſtocking the farm 
at the time of my tak ing poſſeſſion of 
it. 
2 A | My 
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My Emily too was included in the 
Writ. 

Several toys and trinkets which Mr. 
Haſtings had from time to time made 
her a preſent of, ſerved him now as an 
inſtrument to gratify the meaneſt of all 
paſſions, — revenge. 

Thus, as if determined to ſet no 
bounds to his wickedneſs, he gradually 
advanced from crime to crime, rejoic- 
ing inwardly at the miſery he was fo 
induſtriouſly heaping on the heads of 
the innocent, and only anxious to pro- 
duce and bring about the grand 'end 
and deſign, the final accompliſhment 
of which had taken ſuch abſolute and 
entire poſſeſſion of his mind and of 
his will, 
The manifeſt perfidy which marked 
the condu& of Mr. Haſtings on this 
 oeccaſion, I lamented much leſs on 
my own account, than on that of my 
child, my Emily. 


E 3 
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The delicacy of her ſex and conſti- 
tution was but poorly fitted to experi- 
ence the horrors inſeparable to a gaol; 
and yet the intrepidity of her ſoul was 
ſuperior to every thing. 

Let us go, my father,” ſaid ſhe, 
a ſoft and heavenly ſerenity diffuſing it- 
ſelf as ſhe ſpoke over her countenance ; 
let us go, my father! whilſt our ſouls 
are yet clear of any acquaintance with 
vice: we ſhall find even in a priſon that 
happineſs which our perſecutor will ne- 
ver arrive at the knowledge of, though 
ſheltered in a palace.” | 

I owned the force, the juſtneſs of her 
ſentiments; and humbling myſelf before 
the throne of Him whoſe wiſdom tries 
the heart and the reins, I accompanied 
her, filently accompanied her, to a 
place horrid beyond imagination. | 

Let thoſe, to whom Misfortune has 
rendered . familiar ſcenes of this ſort, 
let thoſe judge what were my feelings 

upon 
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upon entering this houſe of woe ! Such 
only are capable of forming an idea of 
what deſcription wants words to give 
life and colours to. | 

Nine months were we confined to this 

wretched habitation, forſaken by the 
few friends whom we formerly boaſted, 
trampled on by our enemies, and de- 
prived of every comfort and of every 
convenience neceſſary to make lite to- 
lerable. Even our cloaths were almoſt 
all of them diſpoſed of, ſo that we had 
ſcarcely left us a ſufficiency to anſwer 
the ordinary claims of decency. 
Yet by means like this we alone ex- 
tended our miſerable exiſtence, and 
without this, we had moſt aſſuredly 
periſhed. 

My poor Emily, in the mean time, 
bore up with a fortitude that reflected 
on her the higheſt honour. 

She was unceaſing in her endeayours 
of rendering me thoſe little ſervices 
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which might convey ſome freſh proof of 
her duty and of her affection, and which 


might adminiſter, though ever ſo trivi-. 


ally, to my wants and to my wiſhes. 

By her agreeable diſcourſe, ſhe chaſed 
away thoſe cares which were perpetually 
intruding themſelves upon my mind 
and with her ſmiles ſhe diſperſed the 
natural gloom of the priſon, and gave 
it all the charms of freedom, caſe, and 
elegance. 


But now I was to loſe her ſweet ſo- 


ciety, to loſe it for ever! 

My Emily, my dear and invaluable 
fellow- ſufferer, was ſeized with the gaol 
diſtemper. 

On the bare earth ſhe lay pale, wan, 
and ſpiritleſs: her fine and delicate 
form extended careleſsly to the rude 

ze of the unfeeling rabble, without a 
hand to aſſiſt her, and without a friend 
to comfort her. 

0 a where is thy bluſh ! 

Under 


* 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 8r 


Under theſe circumſtances, gracious 
God! how was I to ac! My tears 
were the whole I could offer her, and 
theſe, ſhe liberally, though unavailing- 
ly, partook of, even till their fountain | 
was dry. 

Trembling and faint, I approached 
the place where ſhe lay. She was in 
her laſt agonies z and life was upon the: 
point of quitting her for ever. 0 

The ſight was too much for me to 
ſupport; and for the firſt time I ex- 
perienced the full meaſure of human 
e. 

OO my father y faid ſhe, in a faint 
tone of voice, which was nevertheleſs: 
inexpreſſibly muſical ; O my father! 
I am at laſt going to bid you an ever- 
laſting adieu. But be not afflicted there- 
at. That God who has graciouſly pro- 
tected us to this day, will continue his 
protection and his providence to you, 
my father, when even the memory of 
E 5 your 
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your Emily ſhall no longer den in 
your imagination. 

*« Oh! if ever your child was dear to 
you, if ever you received pleaſure or 
ſatisfaction from the artleſs careſſes of a 
daughter, a daughter who was invariably 
and zealouſly anxious to promote the 
felicity of her parent, let me beg, let 
me intreat you to bear this ſtroke with- 
out murmuring. It is the will of the 
Almighty, and who ſhall ute his 
1 Wi. 

- Scarce had ſhe ceaſed ſpeaking before 
ſhe breathed her laſt. 

The genuine and unaffected ſtrain of 
piety which marked her lateſt expreſ- 
ſions, appeared to me as the effect of 
inſpiration. 

The counſel they conveyed I treaſured 
up with the greateſt care, and I was 
determined to regulate my conduct in 
conformity thereunto, 

| About 
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About two months after this event, 
Mr. Haſtings (whoſe revenge was now 
complete, and whoſe conſcience, no 
doubt, upbraided him for all the evils 
he had been the author of to me and 
my unhappy child) ſent me my 
diſcharge. | | 
- Upon my enlargement, I found that 
he had poſſeſſed himſelf of all my pro- 
perty ; ſo that, although I no longer 
Was a priſoner, I was nevertheleſs cir- 
cumſtanced in a manner that afforded 
me but a very unpleaſing proſpect, and 
greatly diminiſhed the joy I ſhould 
otherwiſe have received from my anden | 
ation to liberty. 

All of a ſudden, however, a rhanghe 
ſtruck me, that adminiſtered a ray of 
hope in the midſt of the gloom. that 
hung over me. 

I called to mind the legacy bequeath- 
ed me by my deceaſed kinſman, to cloſe 
whoſe eyes I had left my daughter a prey 
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to luſt and wantonneſs ; a legacy which 


was in itſelf fo very inconſiderable, that 


it was not till this moment 1 beſtowed 
the leaſt attention on it. 

With my proportion hereof, amounts « 
ing to.about the ſum of thirty pounds, 
I rented a ſmall cottage, with a piece of 
ground adjoining, which I quickly turn- 
ed into a tolerable kitchen garden, and, 
by diſpoſing of the produce thereof, 
made ſhift, with pain, to earn a decent 
ſubſiſtence. 

To enable me the better to purſue 
this ſcheme, I made a purchaſe of 
the aſs, whoſe death you have ſo re- 

cently been ſpectators of. 

A more faithful animal never trudged 
by the ſide of mortal. Ten years to- 
gether he has been my only com- 
panion. 

Patient in adverſity and obedient in 
all things, ye ſons of reaſon take example 
by him. | 

F * H A P - 
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CHAP. 2 


WHAT a world i 18 ns ſaid Ho- 
norius. 

And how mean, how little, how truly 
- contemptible muſt any man, not totally 
and irrevocably loſt to reflection, feel 


himſelf, when the vices and. follies of 
his fellow creatures are had in remems 


brance before him ! | 

With yet nearly half our journey un- 
accompliſhed, we have met with ad- 
ventures more than ſufficient tofurmſh 
us forth a leſſon for the remainder of 
our lives. 

And what do they all, without ex- 
ception, amount to? 

hat, alas! was before but too well 

known to require further confirmation. 
Namely this; that man is atyrant, blind- 


«c 


86 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


ed by his paſſions, and led away by his 
luſts, and that the boaſted regulating 
principle within him, which we falſely 
| denominate Reaſon, is too weak and too 
ineffectual to guide him ſafe amidſt the 
ſtorms and rocks of irregular appe- 
tites. Thy 

Whether we examine into the actions 
and diſpoſitions. of the prince or his 
meaneſt ſubject, the freeman or the ſlave, 
we ſtill invariably find implanted in 
cach, an ambitious and inordinate thirſt 
after power, which once attained, only 
ſerves to render him vain, inſolent, cruel 
and capricious, too proud to think, and 
too inflexible to feel. 

Thus, in the grand purſuit of hap- 
pineſs, is he fatally made the inſtru- 
ment of uneafineſs to himſelf, and of 
oppreſſion to his neighbour. 

But be it our care to alleviate thoſe 
evils which we cannot recal, to pour 
the balm of caſe into the wounds of the 
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afflicted, and to wipe away the tear from 
the eye of unmerited reproach. It is 
the nobleſt ſtudy of our nature, and 
the moſt comformable to the end and 
d _ aries our creation. 


„ „ 


HFonorius enquired of the people of 
the houſe, if they could dire& him 
where he could purchaſe an aſs, in the 
room of him that was dead. 
They directed him to Maidenhead. 
The moſt likely place in the three 


kingdoms, to furniſh you with what you 


enquire after, there being a wonderful 


variety of thoſe animals in that town, 


faid the landlord, with a broad grin. 
Then you ſhall go with us to Maiden- 
head, ſaid Honorius, addrefling him 
ſelt to the peaſant, | 
But, what in the mean time will be- 
come of theſe ? ſaid the peaſant, point- 
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ing towards the place where his pan- 
niers lay; which, together with their 
contents, he had, with much difficulty, 
brought from the ſpot where we firſt 
beheld him. 

Be that my care: replied 88 

They ſhall be left here, and 1 will 
give ſuch charge concerning them, that, 


upon your return, you may be at no 


loſs in recovering them. 
6 ³· SES w⏑̊mͥ SS W #® 


I have obſerved, with ſome ſurprize, 
ſaid Honorius, as we travelled along, 


ſtill addreſſing himſelf to the peaſant, 


that the ſtyle of your language is greatly 


ſuperior to what might naturally be ex- 


pected from your ſituation in life. 
And are obſervation and reflection 

then, ſaid the peaſant, ſolely confined 

to the circle of the ſciences? Shall ſenſe 


and reaſon take up their habitation only 


in 
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in colleges, or contract a familiarity 
alone with the rich and the great? And, 
muſt a man's knowledge be be extended or 
reduced, but in proportion to the num- 
ber of his acres? 

I grant you that education gives a bt 
to nature ; that it opens and enlightens 
the underſtanding, enlarges the heart, 
and multiplies and i improves every idea 
and faculty of the ſoul. Yet ſurely ſome- 
thing is due to capacity and inclination, 
ſomething to a ſolicitude to learn, and 
much to genius and attention. 

I before obſerved to you, that Mr. 
Haſtings had furniſhed my Emily with 
a variety of books in almoſt every ſci- 
ence, from which ſhe was continually 
gleaning improvement and information, 
I too, induced partly by her example, 
but much more ſo by a natural deſire 


after knowledge, devoted my leiſure 


hours to ſo pleaſing a duty, and, in 
conſcquence thereof, found what I ſo 
cagerly 
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eagerly ſought for, my mind enlighten- 
ed and my ideas enlarged. 

This, perhaps, may account to you 
for any little peculiarity you might have 
remarked in my ſentiments and expreſ- 
ſions, which, if they manifeſt aught 
worthy of commendation, it muſt juſtly 


and ſolely be imputed to an inclination 


to learn, and a capacity to retain. 


6 . ⁰ 0» 6 6 


Before we had well proceeded half 
over the thicket, we were of a ſudden 
alarmed by a deep groan, which ſeemed 
to iſſue from a perſon in great pain, at 
a conſiderable diſtance from the road 
| ſide, 

Directed by the ſound, we made no 
delay in reaching the place, which we 
no ſooner arrived at, than we perceived 
a man genteely dreſſed, lying with his 
face to the carth, weltering in his blood, 

and 
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and to all appearance upon the very 
point of breathing his laſt. 

This ſight affected us in a manner 
ſuch as deprived us of all motion, and 
rendered us for a while incapable of af- 
fording him the leaſt aſſiſtance, 

A ſecond groan, however, more 
violent than the former, inſtantly rouſed 
our attention, and called forth an ex- 
ertion of our pity and compaſſion, till 
then ſuppreſſed by our ſurprize and ad- 

miration, due to a ſcene ſo new and 
unexpected. 

The moment Raymond and che pea- 
ſant had procured a full view of the 
ſtranger's countenance, they ſtood im- 
moveable with aſtoniſhment. 
| Rivetted to the earth, and equally un- 
able o advance or retreat, they con- 
tinued gazing, as if unwilling to cre- 
dit the teſtimony of their ſenſes. 


Ah! it is Mr, Haſtings | ſaid the 
peaſant, 


| Not 
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Not Mr. Haſtings, but Lord Saintly | 
replied Raymond. 
Gracious God ! ſaid Honorius, can 
this be true? What thinkeſt thou Eu- 
phraſtus? 
I knew not what to think. 


„2 „ „ „ % „ „ „ 


In the complete catalogue of human 
events, there is no one can more for- 
cibly affect the heart, than when we be- 
hold our enemies hum3led at our feet, 
the objects of our compaſſion. 

On ſuch an occaſion, a generous mind 


will immediately forego its reſentment, 


and confeſs no other emotion than what 

ariſes from pity, and an eagerneſs to 

diſcharge the facred dutics of huma- 

nity. 

This was chats the caſe with toe 

whom he had ſo materially injured. 
They 
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They in a moment forgot theit 
wrongs, and, as if actuated: by one 
ſoul and by one ſpirit, propoſed, each 
at the ſame inſtant, to convey him to 
the town, the weſtern point of which 
_ viſibly appeared at no very great 

diſtance, - | 

Honorius and I in the mean time 
were fully employed in endeavouring 
to reſtore the wounded man to his 
ſenſes. | 

This we had no ſooner in ſome mea- 
ſure effected, than faintly lifting up his 
eyes, he perceived Raymond and the 
peaſant. ſtanding before him. 

A ſight ſo unexpected affected him 
in a manner equally ſtrange and ſurpriz- 
ing. 
Juſt God! ſaid he, why am I tor- 
mented with the preſence of thoſe whom 
above all others I ought to dread ? Was 
there no other way to puniſh me, that 
thou ſhouldeſt chooſe theſe as the in- 

ſtruments 
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ſtruments of thy wrath ? Hide me, O 


Here! here! cenie he, addr̃eſ- 


ſing himſelf to thoſe who had ſo much 


reaſon to hate him, here! behold this 


breaſt, it is open to your vengeance. I 


wiſh not to avoid it: I deſerve it 
all; juſtly deſerve it. And if there is a 
God, — Oh! that thought makes me 
tremble ! 

He was unable to proceed. 


„ „ #8 „% „ „ * 


Seeing that he was ſomewhat reco. 
vered, Raymond and the peaſant once 


more renewed their propoſal of con- 
veying him to Maidenhead. 
Honorius commended their charity. 
It was an unqueſtionable proof that 
their hearts were unacquainted with 


thoſe paſſions which operate upon the 
vulgar, 


4 


earth! and ye mountains fall upon 
me! | 
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It was a proof too of their humanity, 
and ſuch a one as conferred on them 
the biken honour. 


CHAP. 
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THE various adventures which the 
day had given birth to, furniſhed 
us with ſo much matter for obſervation 
and reflection, and thereby neceſſarily 
created ſuch delay, that the evening 
was advancing with rapid ſtrides, be- 
fore we had yet reached the place to 
which our ſteps were directed. 


The firſt object, however, that en- 


groſſed our care, upon our arrival at 
the inn, was, to give orders for the im- 
mediate attendance of a ſurgeon. 
Nor were we long unprovided with 

ons. - 

The blood ſtill flowed ſo plentifully 
from his lordſhip, that we were under 
no ſmall apprehenſion of his inſtant 


diſſolution, an event which, for divers 
reaſons, we wiſhed at ſome diſtance, and 


amongſt 
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amongſt which, a humane regard for 
his. eternal happineſs was not the 
leaſt. 

To ruſh into the preſence of his Ma- 
ker, © with all his imperfections on his 
head.” | 

The idea was too horrid. 


It ſhook the inmoſt receſſes of the 
ſoul ! 


«„ „ „ „ „ % % #8 


Upon examination, his wound (which 
was evidently occaftoned by the diſ- 
charge of a piſtol) appeared in ſo un- 


| promiſing a ſtate, that the furgeon, 


having, with difficulty, extracted ſthe 
ball, and applied the proper dreffings, 
thought it neceſſary to order him to be 
put to bed, without delay, giving us 
at the ſame time in charge, that we 
ſhould not, upon any pretence what- 
ever, attempt to diſturb him. 


Vor. II. F. This 
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This injunction we ſcrupulouſly, 
and, with the utmoſt fidelity, diſcharg- 
ed; and, thinking it almoſt time to 
_ partake of ſome refreſhment (of which, 
conſiderably as the day was exhauſted, 
we had ſcarcely found leiſure for 
a morſe]), we deputed Raymond to go 
and examine into the contents of the 
larder. 


Whilſt he was abſent, on the execu- 


tion of this commiſſion, Honorius, in 
his uſual manner, was lamenting the 


depravity of the times. 


The compariſon he made betwixt 
Lord Saintly, and the unhappy objects 
of his villany, was little to the advan- 
tage of the former. 


The title with which he was diſtin- 
guiſhed, ſerved only, in the eyes of Ho- 
norius, to render his crimes more con- 
ſpicuous, and to enhance thoſe vices 

which, 


rety 
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which, in —— __ have Pars 
unnoticed, 

Ah, who would defire to be great, 
ſaid he, if greatneſs acts only as a pan- 
der to the paſſions? 

Let the courtly wretch, who prides 
himſelf alone in honours deſcended to 
him from a long line of illuſtrious an- 
ceſtors, let him bluſh to think how 


thoſe honours are diſgraced by the enor- 
mity of his vices! 


«© O that eſtates, degrees, and offices, 
Were not deriv'd corruptly ; that clear honour 
Were purchas'd by the merit of the wearer : 


How many then ſhould cover that ſtand bare ? 
How many be commanded that command? 


„2 2 „ # #* „% 
By the manner in which Raymond 


returned, we conjectured, and not with- 
. 1 out 
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out cauſe, that he had ſomewhat to im- 

part in which we were intereſted. 
Nor were we. deceived. in qur_ ex- 

pectations. | 

Inviting Honorius, and me to fol- 
low him, he conducted. us to the win- 
dow of another apartment, through 
which, by the help of a candle that 
was burning near him, we perceived a 
man ſtretched careleſsly upon a couch, 
and apparently buried, in a profound 
fleep. 

Raymond, pointing towards the place 
where he was lying, aſked us, whether 
or not our- memory furniſhed us with 
any recollection of him? 

In ſpite of a viſible and manifeſt al- 
teration which he had undergone in his 
dreſs, we immediately knew him for 
the miſerable cripple who had fo earneſt- 
ly ſupplicated our attention on the road 
between Hungerford and Newbury, and 
* to recompenſe our humanity, had 

taken 
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taken advantage of 'our abfence to rob 
Honorius of his money. 


And what of that ? ſaid Honorius. 

His ingratitude be his puniſhment. 

I would not hurt a hair of his head 
for all the fun encircles ! 


E # % #% „ * # 


Having dined, or rather ſupped (the 
lateneſs of the evening rendering it 
fully deſerving of the latter diſtinction), 

Honorius propoſed, that we ſhould in- 
troduce ourſelves into the apartment 
wherein we beheld the robber lying. 

When he perceives our lenity towards 

him, ſaid Honorius, conſcious how little 
he merits it, he will inſenſibly be led 
to repent him of his ungrateful con- 
duct. 

At leaſt the experimen is well worth 
trying. 


\F-g The 
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The noiſe occaſioned by our entering, 
inſtantly gave the alarm to him who 
was the object of our viſit. 

Springing upon his feet, he turned 
fiercely round upon us, and eyeing us 
with a look at once partak ing of the 
extremes of madneſs, malignancy, and 
deſperate horror, he demanded to know 
our buſineſs. 

Notwithſtanding the ferocity diſco- 
verable in his countenance, it was, at 
the ſame time, ſo viſibly blended with 
his fears, that we were in no wiſe ap- 
prehenſive of the effect of his anger, 
however extravagant it appeared; but, 
well knowing how powerfully Conſci- 
ence would combat in our favour, we 
approached him with a coolneſs that 
at once manacled his rage, and gave us 
a ſuperiority over him to be INE 
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for only by imputing it to an inter- 
ference of that internal Monitor, who 


cc makes cowards of us all.” 


Have you then forgot us ? ſaid Ho- 
norius, in anſwer to his enquiries. Is 
it poſſible that you can indeed have no 
recolleCtion of thoſe who have ſuffered 
by your ingratitude ? 

Ah then ! replied the robber, T am 

betrayed ! but— 
Stop, Sir! ſaid Honorius, Winde 
ing him; keep your own ſecret; as yet 
it is ſafe; be ſatisfied that we ſeek not 
your hurt; and if, amidſt the multitude 
of your miſtakes, your boſom can know 
the apes thr of peace, peace be with 
yy 

Generous, generous man! ſaid the 
bdo, But it ſhall be my ſtudy to 
deſerve this goodneſs : be aſſured it 
ſhall. You, Sir, Skintted he, turn- 

ing towards Raymond, you ſhall be the 
| F 4 7 mm 
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firſt to experience the truth and the ſin- 
cerity of this determination. 

You know Lord Saintly. 

Yes! too well I know him, replied 
Raymond. Would to heaven I had re- 
mained ignorant even of his name ! But 
proceed, what of Lord Saintly ? 

Do you not remember dining once 
with that nobleman at the Shakeſpeare 
Tavern ? | 

At the Shakeſpeare ! exclaimed Ray- 
mond, amazed, and gazing more intent- 


ly than ever upon his enquirer: yes! 


I have but too much reaſon to remem- 
ber a circumſtance that brings with it 
ſo many diſagreeable reflections, a cir- 
cumſtance which has been to me the 
foundation of a thouſand diſquietudes, 
and to which I owe all my unhappineſs. 
If I amy not miſtaken, you too was pre- 
ſent on that occaſion. 

I was indeed preſent : anſwered the 


other. And juſtly am I requited for 


being 
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being inſtrumental in effecting the ruin 
of one whoſe virtues rendered him de- 
ſerving of a very contrary fate. But it is 
not yet too late to remedy the evils which 
that day was productive of, nor ſhall any 
endeavour of mine be omitted to bring 
about ſo juſt and ſo meritorious a work. 

I charge you then, ſaid Raymond, 
if you would wiſh us to forget that 
you was any ways an accomplice in the 
injuries you affect to appear deſirous of 
healing, to conceal nothing from us 
that may conduce to the purpoſe of 
clearing up certain myſterious points, 
which, in their preſent ſituation, are be- 
yond our power to develope. 

Know you any thing of a deed pre- 
tended to be executed at that time, by 
me, in favour of Lord Saintly ? 

That deed did I draw, replied the 
robber, and am myſelf a ſubſcribing 
witneſs to it. But as the relation will 
moſt probably ſuffer by an abridgement, 

1 I will 
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I will endeavour, by a methodical. ar- 
rangement, to preſent you faithfully 
with the particulars of the whole. 


— 


CHAP. 


* 
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CHAP. XI. 


BROUGHT up by my parents to 
the profeſſion of the law, as a practiſing 
attorney, and poſſeſſed of talents neceſ- 
ſary to ſupport that character in all its 
various and moſt extenſive branches, I 
aſſiduouſly cultivated the eſteem of my 
patrons and employers, by a blind and 
ſervile obedience to their commands, 
however extravagant or diſhonourable, 
or however repugnant to the nnen 
of common honeſty. 

As I found my own profits increaſe 
in proportion to the zeal I exprefſed for 
their intereſts, or the aſſiſtance I afford- 
ed them in the gratification of. their 
pleaſures and paſhons, it required no 
other motive to induce me to an exertion 
of my utmoſt vigilance in their ſervice. 

* - ©D'RE 
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The regard I conſtantly and invari- 
ably profeſſed to their wills and deſires, 
and the diſtinction I ever paid to their 
Judgments, nay, even to their prejudices, | 


naturally and neceffarily operated in the 
manner 1 moſt wiſhed. I was carefled, 


valued and eſteemed : by my voice they 
were ſtimulated or reſtrained, by my 
advice they acted, and by my counſel 
they were directed. 

Amongſt others to whoſe intereſts I 


was particularly attached, was Lord 
Saintly. | 


His Lordſhip had upon divers occa- 
fions, found himſelf under the neceſſity 
of applying to me as a uſeful apent, 
from whoſe induſtry and abilities he 
looked for the accompliſhment of thoſe 
ſchemes, which, for the moſt part, 


originated in luſt, covetouſneſs, and 
- 


Every aſſiſtance which the chicanery 
of the law or a pervertion of juſtice 
could 
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could afford him, every illegal and op- 
preſſive meaſure which the fertile genius 
of a villanous invention could deviſe, 
and every diabolical art and miſchievous 
effort which hypocriſy could contrive, 
or cunning could improve, were repeat- 
edly, and, for the generality, ſucceſs- 
fully, praiſed for the furtherance of 
thoſe pernicious and deſtructive purſuits, 
which were the grand and unalterable 
bias of his foul and of his inclination. 

It will be unneceſſary to add, thet 
the encouragement he thus continued 
to receive, rather induced him to per- 
ſevere than reſtrained him in the execu- 
tion of thoſe fatal and ſeductive enter- 
prizes; notwithſtanding which, at the 
very inſtant that every divine and moral 
obligation was trampled under foot, he 
ſtill poſſeſſed the art of impoſing him- 
felf upon the world as a model of virtue, 
piety, and chriſtian perfection; an im- 
poſition which was the better maintained 


110 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
by a public proſtitution of precepts, 
which, though continually in his mouth, 
his heart and his life were at perpetual 
variance with. 

One day, having ſent to me, defiring 
my attendance at his houſe, I immedi- 
ately, as was uſual with me, neglected 
every other kind of buſineſs to wait 
upon him, as I well knew my eagerneſs 
to ſerve him would not go unrewarded. 

The inſtant he ſaw me, he introduced 


me into a private apartment; and, hav- 


ing ſecured the door, ſo that we were 
no ways apprehenſive of being inter- 


rupted, he addreſſed me nearly in theſe 


words : 
“From the manner in which you 
have hitherto executed the truſt I have 


occaſionally been under the neceſſity of 


repoſing in you, I have not the leaſt 
doubt but you will deſerve the confi- 
dence which I am once more inclined 
to place in you, by affording me your 
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counſel and aſſiſtance, in a matter which 
I am juſt going to communicate, and 
upon the. accompliſhment of which ma- 
terially depends my future happineſs. 
In this houſe, under this very roof, 
reſides at preſent a lady, fair, young, and 
amiable, and, withal, romantically vir- 
tuous : her artleſs manners and gene- 
rous ſenſibility have excited in me emo- 
tions, ſuch as I find myſelf inadequate 
to the taſk of regulating. Unacquaint- 
ed with the art of curbing my paſſions, 
or of foregoing enjoyments which hu- 
man means. preſent a probability of 
bringing within the compaſs of my 
reach, the extreme diſtance of the ob- 
ject only invites me the ſtronger to the 
purſuit, and every difficulty which pre- 
ſents itſelf to my view, only ſerves to 
increaſe my eagerneſs to ſurmount it. 
As ſhe is continually attended by 
a fond huſband, I have never had an 


opportunity of addreſſing her on this 
ſubject ; but although my tongue has 


been 


u THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


been ſilent, my eyes have been eloquent. 


What hopes I may derive from her 
knowledge of my paſſion, I know not, 
nor indeed is it at preſent a matter 


worth my enquiry, ſince to reduce her 


to a compliance with my wiſhes is 
what induced me to fend to you, a taſk 
in which, if I am not deceived, your 
talents will be to me of the utmoſt im- 
ance. | 
„Her huſband, as I before obſerved, 
poſſeſſes the tendereſt and moſt violent 


affection for her. Of a turn perhaps 


the moſt conſtant and domeſtic of any 
man, he fees no charms, nor covets any 
enjoyments, but ſuch as he finds in the 
poſſeſſion of his Euphemia. 


 «< To injure him in her confidence, 


to root him from her affections, and to 
transform one by one his virtues and his 
many amiable qualities into vices and 
imperfections, would effectually ac- 
compliſh and bring about the point 
which I have ſo much at heart, and 

thereby 
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thereby remove every impediment which 
might otherwiſe ariſe in oppoſition to 
my deſires. i 

*The contiguity of their eſtate to 
mine, and which is both valuable and 
extenſive, has often excited in me a 
with to become the maſter of it; the 
perfecting of which wiſh ſeems to de- 
pend materially upon you, whoſe ſer- 
vices on the occaſion ſhall be rewarded 
in proportion to- the zeal you may there- 
in manifeſt; and ſhould it be my for- 
tune to ſucceed in both, both ſhall 
equally contribute to the advancement 
of your intereſt. 

« Wednefday next is advertiſed for a 
ſale of pictures at Langford's. Thither 
is it my intention to invite him to ac- - 


| company me. As he has no ſuſpicion of 


my defign, he will, I am aſſured, make 
no heſitation to comply with my requeſt. 

«© The ſale being terminated, it is my 
further deſign to propoſe an adjourn- . 


ment 
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ment to a tavern in the neighbourhood, 
where, I doubt not, with the. aſſiſtance 
of wine, cards, and proper aſſociates, 
to overthrow that boaſted prudence 
which has hitherto regulated his conduct, 
and thereby render him an Ry prey 
to ſucceſsful artifice. 


In ͤ the mean while, I would recom- 


menditto you to prepare a deed of gift of 
all his eſtate (the particulars of which I 
here preſent you with) to me and to 
my heirs, the propriety of which mea- 
ſure will be apparent to you hereafter, 
as neceſſary to accelerate our other 
operations. 
« Heated with wine, and thrown off 
his guard, what will be more eaſy than 
to impoſe upon him a deed ſo drawn for 
an ordinary bond; and which, when 
once executed and properly witneſſed, 
may defy the whole artillery of the 
law to ſet aſide ? 

VW et no time, therefore, be loſt in 
making the neceſſary preparations for the 
pur- 
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purpoſes I have mentioned. To you I 
leave the taſk of providing thoſe who may 
aſſiſt us therein, and whoſe ſervices ſhall 
be amply rewarded by a liberal partici- 
pation of the fruits which may ariſe 
from our united endeavours, and which, 
if properly directed, cannot fail of re- 
paying us with a rich and plentiful 
harveſt.“ 

Having thus received my + infiiuRiiacs, 
and after profeſſing an implicit obedi- 
ence to his lordſhip's commands, I took 
my leave, with an appointment to meet 


at the place of ſale, on the day before 
mentioned. 


In the intermediate time, I, as direc 
ted, got ready an inſtrument compriſed 
in as narrow a compaſs as poſſible, and 
which, though I could not then flatter 
myſelf with ſeeing executed with that 
eaſe as deſcribed by his lordſhip, I have 
ſince, upona retroſpective compariſon of 
all its concurrent circumſtances, won- 

dered 
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dered how I could once doubt of its 
ſucceſs ; every link of the whole chain 
being ſo contrived as to defy even the 
poſſibility of a miſcarriage, which, the 
more I reflected on, the more thoroughly 
was I perſuaded of the {xill and addreſs 
of the noble inventor. 

Perhaps I may be diſcredited, ſhould 
I declare that I felt certain compunc- 
tions of conſcience on the occaſion, 

Vet ſo it was, 

Familiarized as I was to ſcenes preg- 
nant with deſtruction, I yet confidered 
the preſent one, though only in embryo, 
with horror. 

The deſcription which Lord Saintly 
had given me of thoſe who were to be 
the victims of our art, their amiable 
fimplicity and unaffetedmodeſty, cauſed 
me, for the firft time, to curſe mylelf for 
being the agent of his lordfhip's infernal 
machinations, which now appeared to 
n me 
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me in colours infinitely more black and 
horrible than ever. | 

Theſe conſcientious ſcruples were, 
however, of no long continuance. 

Prudence, in the ſhape of Intereſt, 
made hex appearance, and repreſented 
to my imagination the probable ad- 
vantages that might be gleaned by ac- 
quieſcing in his lordſhip's determina- 
tions. OR 

The picture the drew was too flatter- 
ing to miſs of its effect. 

By attending to it, my doubts in a 
moment were filenced, and I earneſtly 
ſet about preparing matters neceflary to 
effectuate the work projected, in a man- 
ner that might impreſs my employer 


with the moſt favourable idea of my 


talents as well as of my obedience. 


CHRAF. 
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EVERY thing being now pre- m 
pared, the critical period of our hopes . 
arrived, the actors properly inſtructed, be 
and each diſpoſed of in his reſpective 
place: purſuant to appointment we fed 
met, and were ſoon after joined by his nt 
lordſhip and his unſuſpecting friend, the rut 
object of our preſent daring and 1 ns Henk we 
tant enterprize. . e ag: 
It will be unneceffary for me to re- dre 
count minutely the various intereſting tri 
particulars of the day. You have, 
_ doubtleſs, been already acquainted with for 
them by the unhappy ſufferer himſelf, tio 
the recapitulation will, therefore, be pro- ou! 
ductive of little elſe than tediouſneſs. ed 
That part, however, which might Cre 
have eſcaped your knowledge, I will EY 
relate, that you may thereby gain a ſep 


clearer hin 
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clearer and more ſatisfactory inſight into 
the deep and refined ſubtilties which 
his lordſhip manifeſted on the occaſion, 
and which even (perfectly as I thought 
myſelf acquainted with his abilities) 
greatly exceeded every thing I had 
before ſeen practiſed by him. 

The wine having fully taken its ef- 
fect, and cards having been ſucceſsfully 
introduced, the conſequence was na- 
tural. Intoxication and inexperience 
were but feeble adverfaries to combat 
againſt the ſuperior powers of cool ad- 
dreſs and profeſſional knowledge. 'The 
triumph was certain : and, agreeable to 
the hopes and expectations we had be- 
fore formed, we ſoon had the ſatisfac- 
tion of knowing that he, againſt whom 
our attempts were directed, ſtood indebt- 


ed to us collectively in a ſum almoſt in- 
credible. 


Lord Saintly having propoſed, that 
ſeparate bonds ſhould be executed by 
him, to each, as a ſecurity for the pay- 


ment 
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ment of the monies loſt, I was requeſt. 
ed to prepare them, 
This propoſal of his lordſhip was 
conſidered byhis unfortunate and much- 
injured friend, as an inſtance of his hu- 


manity and regard, but which ought, 


on the contrary, to have been imputed 
to low cunning and meditated artifice. 
The circumſtance of allowing a fu- 
tureday for the payment of debts, which 
in general are ſuppoſed to demand an 
immediate attention, carried with it 


ſuch an appearance of honour and in- 
tegrity, as with a heart, whoſe ideas of 


friendſhip bordered on enthufiaſm, 
could not fail of its effects; whilſt 


the real motive that actuated his lord- 


ſhip therein, remained a ſecret, im- 
penetrable to the infatuated ſufferer, 


whoſe misfortunes were of a kind cal- 


culated to draw commiſeration even 
from the boſoms of thoſe who contribut- 


ed to his deſtruction. 
But 
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ZBut intereſt conſtantly checked the 
emotions which compaſſion excited, 
and rendered callous thoſe hearts which 
otherwiſe felt for his ſituation. 

The bonds being now fully and 
properly prepared, they were preſented 
to the unfortunate looſer for his peru- 
fal and approbation. 

This was the critical ſeaſon on which 
all his lordſhip's hopes depended. It 
was the moment that was to decide 
his expectations; he was ſenſible of it, 
and he was determined not to permit 
it to eſcape him. 


Already had his unſucceſsful friend 


ſigned two out of three of the inſtru- 
ments, and already was he preparing 
to beſtow his ſignature on the third, 
when his lordſhip, wich a preſence of 


mind, which however its motive may 


induce us to candemn, we, at the ſame 
time, in juſtice to its ingenuity, cannot 
too greatly admire, applying the ſnuf- 
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fers to the candle aol . 
it. 1 / 15 (468 

The momentary confuſion this pre- 
meditated ſtroke was the inſtant oc- 


caſion of, afforded him the opportunity 


he had ſo long and ſo nn 
ſought for. 
Nor was he ſo inſenſible to its value 
as to neglect it. =. 
Secretly and furreptitiouſly convey- 
ing away the bond, which lay. ready 
to be validated, he. obtruded in its 


place the deed before particularized, 


and which, to our unſpeakable pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction, paſſed as genuine, nor 
created the leaſt ſuſpicion in the mind 
of him whoſe credulity was the beſt 

ſecurity for our own intereſt. | 
Our wiſh: being now perfected, as 
far as related to the ground - work 
upon which the accompliſhment of the 
remainder of our hopes depended, and 
each reſpective inſtrument being pro- 
perly 
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perly and legally witneſſed and. atteſt- 
ed, for the preſent we ſeparated, _ 

The ſucceeding day, Lord Saintly 
ſent for thoſe who had extended to him 
their aid and aſſiſtance in the matter 
which was thus ſo favourably drawing 
towards a criſis, and for a trifling con- 
ſideration in hand, prevailed upon them 
to deliver to him the bonds they held, 
in which mode of proceeding his Lord- 
ſhip had a double view; firſt, by gra- 
tify ing them in ſome meaſure, to in- 
ſure their ſervices in future; and, 
ſecondly, by diſpoſſeſſing them of thoſe 
ſecurities, to remove every . probable 
impediment which fortune might other- 
wiſe raiſe as a bar to his own hopes 
hereafter. 

His Lordſhip. v was excellently ac- 
quainted with the weakneſſes and im: 
perfections of human nature. 

He well knew that honour and gra- 
titude were not to be found in the 
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catalogue of their virtues, and that 
conſequently whilſt he ſuffered them to 
have in their poſſeſſion weapons fo 
dangerous, it was in fact Wade them 
againft himſelf. | 

The only method therefore that oc- 
curred to his judgment, whereby per- 
manently to ſecure his own peace and 
fafery, and at the ſame time deprive 
them of every pretence whereby they 
might have an opportunity of 'difco- 
vering the natural and confirmed de- 
pravity of their wills and difpoſitions, 
was to buy them off, ſo that he might 
undifturbedly enjoy the fruits of the 
villainy he had ſo long been medita- 
ting, and which now rapidly approach- 
ed towards a maturity that promiſed 
him the full and perfect conſummation 
of all his wiſhes and deſires. 


Thus, perceiving that the reft were 


fatisfied, I thought it but reaſonable to 
demand the recompence which my fer- 
vices 
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vices entitled me to, agreeable to the 
previous ſtipulation entered into ver- 
bally between us. | 

But herein I met with a diſappoint- 
ment. 
| So far from paying that regard to his 
promiſe, which I expected, his Lordſhip 
prevaricated with me in a manner that 
ealily gave me to underſtand what 1 
had to truſt to. 

Upon my proceeding to expoſtulate 
with him, he threw off the maſk en- 
tirely, and not only had the inſolence 
and ingratitude to upbraid me for 
having aſſiſted him in perfeCting his 
ſchemes, but even threatened that if I 
did not inſtantly relinquiſh every kind 

of demand upon him, he would ſevere- 
ly call me to account for ſome former 
tranſactions, the particulars of which 
he was ſenſible it was my deſire might 
paſs uninveſtigated. 
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Enraged beyond deſcription at this 
treatment, a rage which was conſider- 
ably augmented by the reflection that 


I was unable, with ſafety to myſelf, to 
revenge it; I quitted his Lordſhip's 


preſence in a ſtate of mind little ſhort 
of diſtraction. 


I curſed myſelf for having been the 


dupe of artifices ſo groſs and unpar- 
donable: I execrated his Lordſhip as 


the author and perfector of all evil, 


and I fat down ruminating over my 
diſappointments with a mind furniſhed 
with every gloomy and horrid idea 


which blackeſt Hell could inſpire. 


Notwithſtanding the mortification I 
hereby endured, I was not however en- 
tirely deſtitute. 

The ſucceſs that had heretofore 
crowned my endeavours, heightened 


by the generoſity of my patrons, had 
| enabled me to accumulate a conſider- 
able ſum, which I had reſerved as a 


proven 
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proviſion againſt future exigencies, and 
which I now hoped, with a ſincerity 
unqueſtionable, might one day or 
other impower me to take the revenge 
which 1 ſo much coveted. 
But here again I was deceived. 
For a few nights afterwards, whilſt 
every one of my domeſtics were deep 
buried in a profound ſleep, and myſelf 
wrapt in a fancied fecurity, and incapa- 
ble of foreſeeing or even of conjectur- 
ing the event that was to happen, an 
alarm of fire was given. 
Rouſed by the violent outery which 
on every {ide affailed me, I ſprung 
haſtily from the bed whereon I was ly- 
ing, and with only time ſufficient to 
permit me to eſcape the conflagration, 
which in a few minutes was become 
| general, T with difficulty gained the 
ſtreet, though without being able to 
ſave one article of the many I juſt be- 
fore accounted myſelf poſſeſſed of, or 
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even ſo much cloaths as were abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to preſerve the appearance 


of decency. 

Thus was I in a moment deprived of 
my all. Forſaken of fortune, forſaken 
of hope, and unbleſſed with a ſingle 
idea calculated to diminiſh the ſeverity 
of what I endured; from the regions 
of eaſe, plunged headlong into the 


| abyſs of ſorrow, and from affluence re- 


duced to the loweſt pitch of indigence 
and miſery. 


It was now I firſt experienced the in- 


ſincerity of thoſe whoſe friendſhip was 
faſhioned only by the dictates of in- 
tereſt, 


Thoſe who had formerly careſſed 5 


as their better genius, as their boſom 


friend, and as their moſt faithful and 


eſteemed counſellor; thoſe who had en- 
truſted me with their moſt weighty and 
important concerns, and who had com- 
mitted to my care and management 

matters 
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matters which eſſentially affected their 
hopes and happineſs, now to a man 
forſook me. | 
Not one of them, but upon the re- 
verſe of fortune I had ſuſtained, regard- 
ed me with the cooleſt indifference ; 
no longer they appeared ſolicitous 
about my welfare; no longer pleaſure 
ſat ſmiling in their countenances at my 
approach, but, ſullen and reſerved, 
each turned from me as from the man 
he moſt wiſhed to avoid, with every 
mark of diſdain, and with every mark 
of contempt and abhorrence. 
Io add ſtill further to my misfor- 
tunes, I had contracted ſeveral very 
conſiderable debts, which had already 
been litigated and conteſted as far as 
cunning or the chicanery of the law 
was of any avail, and for which I ſtood' 
now in hourly dread of being taken i in: 
execution. 8 
| Gs. Thus 
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Thus circumſtanced, how was 2.1 to 
act? 

Surrounded with poverty, and deſ- 
titute of friends, deſpair pointed me 
out the highway; a reſource, which, 
however dangerous, aſſured me of one 
thing, cither to retrieve my unhappy 
circumſtances, or to put a ſpeedy iſſue 
to an exiſtence which was become al- 
moſt in ſupportable. 

I readily hearkened to the council 
the inſpired ;, it. was a council that too 
well ſuited with my own inclination, 
and which I was therefore determined 
to follow as the only ſtep that was now 
left me whereby I might hope to avoid 
the horrors of famine; horrors which 
already began to threaten me, and 
which were ſuch as human nature 
ſhrunk at. 

Having provided myſelf with a brute 
of piſtols, I accordingly bade adieu to 
the metropolis; ang with a mind fur- 

' iſhed 
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nihed with the blackeſt and moſt dia- 
bolical! intentions, declared war againſt 
all the wörld, every individual mem- 
ber of which 1 conſidered as my ene- 
my, and as ſueh Was reſolved to treat 
„ ee f 

With theſe holtile ſentiments 1 have 
how rambled about the country ſeveral 
months, and whether it was owing to 
mere accident, or that I wanted the 
firmneſs and intrepidity neceſſary to 
ſupport the character I aſſumed, I know 
not, but I was however far from meet- 
ing with that ſucceſs on the road with 
which I had ſo fondly flattered my ima- 
gination. On the contrary it was not 
without infinite toil and hazard that I 
was able to procure a ſufficiency to 
ſubſiſt upon, ſometimes paſſing whole 
days together without partaking of a 
morſel, and not unfrequently ſubjected 
to the neceſſity of fleeping in the fields 
and highways. 


G 6, However, 
7 „ 7 
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However, be my future fortunę what 
it may, whether it be good or whether 
it be evil, I ſhall eternally. keep in re- 
membrance the lenity you have ſhewn 


me; a lenity which (conſcious that 1 


am undeſerving of it) will the more 
ſtrongly and permanently dwell upon 
my mind, as the moſt exalted prog 
of human excellence. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


DID you ever remark an eagle as 
borne upon the wing he journeyed 
through the vaſt region of the air, di- 
recting his eyes on all ſides ye" in 
ſearch of prey? 

Anon he eſpies it, and with. irre- 
fiſtihle force darts upon the aſtoniſhed; 
victim, regardleſs of its cries, and whom, 
he no ſooner deyours, than, ag eager- 
ly as before, he looks around him for: 
a ſecond. 

Juſt ſuch a creature is mans ſazd: Ho- 
norius. 

Be the RE" of his rapacity ever ſo: 
diſtant or ever ſo diminutive, be it ever 
ſo adorned with virtues or dignified 
with graces, he leaves no means un- 
practiced that afford him only a pro- 
bability of effet the e he 
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is ſo deſirous of producing. Age and 


ſex he regards not, religion and honour 
lay him under no reſtraint, conſcience 


is too feeble a tie to confine him, nor 


has he a principle or faculty but what 
contributes to the unworthy purpoh® 


vf cruelty and oppreſſion. 


The more experience I gain of man- 
kind, the more r ar am! taught | 
ro 0 deſpiſe them. 

Shall I never find occafion to 3 chen 
the ſentiments I have ſo long and ſo 
juſtly entertained of them ? n 
Alas! I fear not. Ky 2 


* „ „5 „„ 


It was now time to withdraw to bed. 

Honorius, as the reader may have 
already perceived, was W re- 
gular in all his actions. 

Temperate at his meals, frigat in 
his pleaſures, and a ſtrict conomiſt of 
| his 


THE MAN. OF EXPERIENCE. 135 


his time, he conſidered a violation of 
the laws of regularity as a crime unpar- 
donable in any one, fools and madmen 
excepted. | 

He that commits an act of intiidjor- 
ance, ſaid he, is guilty of a fault; bur 
if that intemperance breaks into the 
hours appointed for reſt, it is no longer 
a fault but an action highly criminal. 


a ⏑— 9 ::0: 5:51] 


The firſt thing/that demanded our 
attention the ſucceeding morning was 
to enquire after Lord Saintly. 
His Lordſhip had reſted much better 
than we had been led to expect from 
the repreſentations of the ſurgeon. 
His ſpirits were greater and infinitely 
more alert chan when we laſt ſaw him, 
and his wound was in ſo favourable a 
way that a very little time promiſed to 
produce a perfect cure. 465-3; al 
Theſe 
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_ Theſe circumſtances combining to 
render it ſafe for us to viſit him, Ho- 
-gorius inſtantly ſent for the robber 
(who was entirely ignorant of Lord 
Saintly's ſituation, or that he was in 
the ſame houſe) with a determination 
of enquiring how far his ſincerity and 
gratitude might be relied upon. 

He made no delay in attending upon 
us; but with the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
viſible marks of repentance and con- 
trition imprinted upon his countenance,, 
he ſubmiſſively requeſted to know our 
pleaſure. 

There was ſomething in his beha- 
viour which in ſpite of ſuſpicion com- 
pelled us to give him credit. The 
frankneſs with which he related the 
particulars of the manner by which. 
Lord Saintly had procured the execu- 
tion of the deed, a circumſtance which. 
had been to us a ſource of inexhauſti- 
ble difficulty in endeavouripg properly. 
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to account for it, as well as his inge- 
nuouſneſs in acknowledging the ſhare 
he himſelf had in that tranſaction, 
ſerved not a little to eraſe the ill im- 
preſſion which our firſt acquaintance 
with him had made upon our minds, 
and even taught us to conſider him as 
a penitent, reſtored to ſociety and to a 
ſenſe of his duty. 

Eyeing him, nevertheleſs, with a fixed 
attention, ſuch as evidently manifeſted 
the ſituation of his mind till labouring 
with doubt and perplexity, Honorius 
once more addreſſed himſelf to the 
robber. | 

And how, ſaid he, may we beſt ad- 
miniſter a cure for the evils of which 
we complain ? 

Is it your wiſh that it might prove 
effectual? ſaid the robber. 

Elſe to what purpoſe ſhould we la- 
bour? replied Honorius. 

It 
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It is then my advice that you imme- 
diately inſtitute a ſuit in equity. 
| Pſhaw! ſaid Honorius, and by that 
means ſubject ourſelves to the manifold 
morrifications ariſing from the law's 
delay ! the remedy 1s worſe than the 
diſcaſe. 

Yet, how may it be avoided | ? de- 
manded the robber. | 
The determination of that abides 
with you, ſaid Honorius. Will you 
go with us to Lord Saintly ? will you 
there, in preſence of his Lordſhip, 
openly and ingenuouſly, and uninflu- 
enced by the meaner motives of paſſion 
and prejudice, make the ſame deela- 
ration as you have * favoured us 
with? 

Try me, ſaid the robber. 


R X a. ** * 155 * * 
Sins bs 0 W who was, 


as yet, unacquainted with his Lord- 
ſhip's 
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ſhip's ſituation, we delayed no longer 
the viſit we had before concluded on. 

Accordingly Honorius and I, accom- 
panied by Raymond and the peaſant, 
entered the door of his apartment, 
Drawing the curtains which incloſed 
him, we beheld him ſupported in his 
bed by the aid of pillows. 

But, Heavens! how widely different 
did he appear from the picture en 
of him by Raymond. 

His eyes had entirely loſt that viva- 

city and that native brilliancy which 
Vas once their moſt diſtinguiſhed orna- 
ment; no longer were they animated 
and enlivened by that fluſh of health 
and glow of tranſport, which, like the 
ſun in its full perfection of glory, 
ſpread diverſely their rays, illuminating 
the hearts of all upon whom they ſhone; 
but, untenanted by pleaſure, they now 
exhibited only an air of gloomy diſ- 

content, 


140 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


content, unſeemly to the wearer and 
painful to the beholder. 

Forſaken by thoſe genuine graces, 
which, in the eye of obſervation, had 
once given him a perſonal pre-eminence 
over his fellows, his cheeks now, im- 
preſſed by a deadly paleneſs, bore ra- 


ther the reſemblance of mortality's pe- 


riod, than any relationſhip to life, or 
an acquaintance with youth. Sallow 
and ſorrowful, their bloom had left 
them, their roſes were vaniſhed, and 
the whole ſyſtem, the whole ceconomy 
of health and beauty, diſcompoſed, 
broken, and deſtroyed. 
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Thus, thought I, ſhall all human 
greatneſs periſh and decay. Let the 
romantic fair one, proud of imaginary 
conqueſts, and exulting in the poſſeſ- 
fion of — and gaiety, in all the va- 

nity 
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nity and wantonneſs of her heart re- 
flect upon this ſcene; reflect, that 
although at preſent ſhe may be ſur- 
rounded with flatterers and idoliſts, 
though ſhe be the foul of mirth and 
the ſpirit of ſociety, yet the day muf 
ere long arrive when the remembrance 
only of what ſhe was ſhall remain, and 
when the cauſe of her exultation ſhall 
be as a dream vaniſhed and forgot. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
TELL me, ſaid Lord Saintly, the 
inſtant he perceived us, tell me is there 
in reſerve mercy, ſufficient mercy, for a 
wretch like me? or is there not rather 


cc 


ſome. choſen curſe, g 

Some hidden thunder in the ſtores of Heaven, 

Red with uncommon wrath, to blaſt the man 

Who owes his greatneſs to his neighbour”! z 
ruin!“ 


Alas! continued he, ye injured ob- 
jects of my miſguided ambition! what, 
what can you think of me? What idea 
can ye poſſibly entertain of your de- 
ſtroyer? O, horrid, horrid, moſt horrid! 
Do ye not turn with juſt abhorrence 
from me? Do ye not regard me as one 
whom Heaven has forſaken ? as one, 
who loſt in the labyrinths of vice, was 
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too delighted, too infatuated to look 
back ? and as one whoſe every nerve 
has been repeatedly ſtrained for your 
deſtruction?? 

Yes, yes, ſuch are undoubtedly your 
ſentiments reſpecting me; but be it 
ſo, I merit it all, merit whatever your 
keeneſt reſentment may inflict upon 
me, nay infinitely more. 

Delay not then to take the revenge 
your injuries ſo loudly demand. I am 
prepared to endure it all, to endure the 
full meaſure of your collected .indig- 
nation, without a murmur 1 without 
reproach. 

Ah! wherefore do ye heſitate? Have 
ye no regard for the cries of juſtice? 
Or are ye ſo familiarized to wretched- 
neſs as to have loſt all ſenſe of what 
ye once were? Be perſuaded, let the 
inſtant memory of your misfortunes 
have ſome weight, and rouze ye to a2 

reſentment of your wrongs, Here! 
here! 


144 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 
here! behold my boſom, ftrike! 
ſtrike ] ftrike! and let me no longer 
be curſed with the recollection of my 
cruelty and ingratitude. 

We rather wifhed to be meſſengers 
of comfort to you, faid Honorius, to 


calm the agonies which diſturb your 


reſt, and to ſpeak the delightful leſſon 
of peace to your afflicted ſoul, - 

What tongue is that which talks of 
comfort to me? faid his Lordſhip. 
Comfort! I know her not, her dwel- 


ling is far off, Alas! alas! alas! 


What comfort, or what ſatisfaction 
may I partake of, poſſeſſed as I am by 
all the horrors of an inward hell ? 


What peace, whoſe whole life has been 
one ſcene of variance with the God of 


peace? and whoſe mind is the manſion 


of diſtraction? 


Turn where I will, reflection fur- 


niſhes me with images calculated only 


to plunge me into madneſs. Luſt, ra- 


pine, 
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pine and violence the miniſters of my 
vices, ſtand before me ſhaking their 


heads and upbraiding me for my miſ- 


doings; whilſt ten thouſand thouſand 
fiends, all armed with brands of ever - 
laſting fire, torment me and drive me 
on to horror and deſpair. 


But Heaven is merciful, ſaid Hono- 


rius. 
And therefore cannot be unjuſt, re- 
plied his Lordſhip. My crimes are 


great, infinitely ſo beyond imagination, 


or the hopes of pardon. 

Yer is mercy ſtill greater, rejoined 
Honorius. 

Ah! do not flatter me! ſaid Lord 
Saintly, I have outlived mercy, I have 
outlived hope. Welcome then, deſ- 
pair ! Thou alone art ſuited to the 
monſtrous nature of my iniquities, and 


thou alone ſhalt henceforward be my - 


bitter portion. 
Vol. II. H Will 
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Will not repentance then avail, think 
you! ? ſaid Honorius. 

Ah! what repentance will Pu ſuff- 
cient to expiate my numberleſs offen- 
ces? replied his Lordſhip. 

An ample atonement, a; generous 
and liberal retribution, ſaid Honorius. 
Send for thoſe who have unhappily 
been ſufferers by your avarice or am- 
bition; reſtore to them what you have 
unjuſtly deprived them of ; make an 
ingenuous acknowledgment of your 
tranſgreſſions, and leave the reſt to 
Heaven. i 

Leave it to Heaven! exclaimed the 
wounded man, leave it to Heaven! 
Oh! that thought, that thought, my 
friend, like a fiery arrow, ſpeeds to- 
wards my brain arid hurries me to the 
gates of diſtraction! Will Heaven, 
think you, pardon my accumulated 
offences! ? What can I hope for from 

Heaven? 
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Heaven? what but wrath and ever- 
laſting puniſhment! _ | | 

Yet, ' ſuch atonement as I can make, 
(but, Oh ! how inadequate to my 
crimes! how diſproportionate to my 
tranſgreſſions !) ſuch atonement will I 
make. Gracious God! what a taſk! 
how great! how vaſt! how infinite! 
how beyond comprehenſion infinite! 
Fancy grows giddy and reaſon ſtaggers 
at the idea. 

O ſay, continued his Lordſhip, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Raymond and the 
peaſant z O ſay, you who have ſo much 
cauſe to curſe me; you, the unmerited 
victims of my inſatiable cruelty, what 
atonement what retribution will be ſuffi- 
cient to cancel from your minds the me- 
mory of my unexampled wickedneſs? A 
ſimple reſtoration of all I have wantonly 
and unjuſtly deprived you of, would be 
productive of but little ſatisfaction to 
counterbalance the many domeſtic in- 
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juries I have been the author of to you. 
For will this, alas! compenſate for the. 


painful days and reſtleſs nights you 


have neceſſarily and unavoidably en- 
dured on my account? Will it heal 
the wounds your peace has ſuſtained 
thereby ? Or will it miraculouſly bring 
back to you an amiable, an exemplary 
wife or daughter, once the chief orna- 
ment and ſupport of your exiſtence ? 
No! no! ſuch a thought were the un · 
natural upſtart of folly and abſurdity, 
and only ſerves the more forcibly to 
perſuade and convince me, that J am 
damned equally beyond the reach and 
hopes of pardon ! 
Ahl ſay not ſo! replied Raymond. 
He whoſe infinite and divine wiſdom 
penetrates into the ſecret thoughts of 
men, he who reads the heart, and from 
whom, as from an inexhauſtible fount, 
all pardons and all mercies proceed, 
will tl] pardon and will ftill have mer- 


cy 
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cy upon ſuch of his creatures as turn 
to him in humbleneſs and in truth. 

Heaven requires from none of us 
perfection. The frailty of our nature 
would render ſuch an injunction in- 
compatible with the unerting juſtice 
of the Deity. It would be taxing our 
duty too high, Then why deſpair of 
mercy? Of Mx a pardon may eaſily 


be procured. Shall it then be ſaid that 


the Almighty has leſs forbearance than 
a mortal? the aſſertion were blaſphe- 
my! | 

] fee, ſaid his Lordſhip, that you are 
determined to ſoothe me into hope; 
but 1 am ſo depreſſed, ſo diſheartened 
by the conſciouſneſs of my demerits, 
that I dare not catch hold of the friend- 
ly aid you preſent me with, leſt in the 
end it ſhould elude my graſp and there- 


by only plunge me the deeper in de- 


ſtruction. 
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O, Raymond! dare I mention to 


you the name of your Euphemia? 


Dare I call to your memory that ami- 


able injured woman; a woman, whofe 


wonderous virtues riſing to my imagi- 
nation, compel me involuntarily to 
turn my eyes inwards upon myſelf, 


while every look damns me for a vil- 


lain! Yes! I will at leaſt do juſtice to 
her perfections. I will offer that tri- 


bute of acknowledgment to her me- 


rits which they ſo highly deſerve. And 
I will, by an ingenuous confeſſion of 
my errors, endeavour to make ſome 
amends for the corruptneſs of my ac- 


tions, and the villainy of my intentions, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


SPRUNG from an ancient and no- 
ble family, a circumſtance, which, in 
my preſent ſituation, whenever I re- 


flect on, overwhelms me. with ſhame. 


and confuſion; and which, by a miſ- 
taken partiality in my parents, has been 
to me the ſource of a thouſand misfor- 
tunes, ſaid Lord Saintly ; 1 early in 
life began to manifeſt by my actions 
that nature had not formed me of a 
diſpoſition proper to emulate the virtues 
of my progenitors, or to increaſe the 
catalogue of their well-earned honours. 
Theſe deficiencies nevertheleſs, how- 
ever apparent they were, or however 
worthy of lamentation, as ſerving to 
convey a proof of my degeneracy, 
were fully and amply ſupplied by a li- 
beral participation in that low cunning, 
H 4 Which 
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which, calculated to favour the purpo- 
ſes of impoſition and hypocriſy, is the 
moſt unqueſtionable evidence of a mind 
habituated to meanneſs, vice and in- 
famy. 

By the care with which I foſtered 
thoſe unworthy principles, and the 


- encouragement they received, they ſoon. 


began to take ſuch deep and firm root 
in my heart, as flattered me, and not 


improbably, with the perſuaſion that 


I ſhould be enabled to render them 
equally ſubſervient to my profit and 
pleaſure, 

Nor was I entirely diſappointed in 
this hope. 

For from a long and extenſive ac- 
quaintance with the world, aided by a 


nice and critical enquiry into the tem- 


pers and diſpoſitions of my fellow crea- 
tures, I may venture to pronounce, 
that more owe their ruin to an obſti- 

| nate 
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nate and yain opinion of their own wiſ- - 
dom (which abſurdly leads them to 
judge of things by what they ſeem, ra- 
ther than by what they really are) than 
to what 1s generally denominated im- 
prudence, and miſconduct, joined by 
the whole collected train of intemper - 
ance and extravagance. __ 
Jo deſcribe the numberleſs impoſi- 
tions I practiſed, even in my early days, 
upon thoſe who implicitly gave credit 
to the ſanctity I uſurped, would be an 
attempt equally vain and impracticable. 
They are ſo many. that tongue cannot 
utter them, nor can volumes compriſe 
them. : | 
Fraud and deceit, ripened by hypo- 


criſy into the ſpecious appearance of + 


religion and piety, gave me advanta- 
ges not eaſily to be believed. Faſci- 
nated and lulled into ſecurity, the cre- 
dulous victims of my art voluntarily 

s ſacrificed 
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ſacrificed their ſenſes and their faculties 


to my pleaſure, whilſt every difficulty 


vaniſhed at my approach, and became. 


no longer the adverſary of my deſigns. | 


Rejoicing and triumphing in their 
infatuation, . I took care not to neglect 
ſo favourable an opportunity of bene- 
fiting by their eaſy faith, as well know- 
ing, that occaſion once paſt by is not to 
be recalled: And as theſe opportuni- 
ties were frequent, I had in general 
ſufficient employment for my talents, 
which led me by degrees to attempts 


of a higher nature, in which, from the 


experience I had already gained, I 
reaped. the greateſt advantages, and 
what appeared to me as uy moſt 185 
of enjoyments. | 

My. father: (the only brother of he 
1 from whom I derived my ti- 
tle) whoſe partiality to me will with 
difficulty admit of - excuſe, and whoſe 
fondneſs may not improperly be term- 


ed 
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ed the effects of an extravagant and ill- 
timed dotage, beheld my failings in ſo 
favourable a point of light, as rather 
ſerved to encourage than deter me from 
them, and to which behaviour of his, 
I, in a great meaſure, impute the whole 
chain of my raps e errors and miſ- 
_ condut. * 

Had he, inſtead of ade eee 
for my actions, marked them with the 
odium they merited; had he beſtowed 
upon chem thoſe public marks of ſcorn 
and diſapprobation moſt ' worthy of 
them, I had perhaps been leſs guilty, 
leſs criminal. And if not a proſelyte 
to conviction, I had moſt pwr 
been ſo to HAU s. | 


By that father's death, which Wb. Tag 


pened much too ſoon for 'my welfare, 
I was left entirely at liberty to purſue 
my own inclinations, which I was these 
better enabled to do, by being put into 
the immediate poſſeſſion of a large and 
WL H 6 valuable 
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valuable eſtate which by that event de- 


volved to me, and which only ſerved 
to increaſe the power I before enjoyed, 
of practiſing with more ſucceſs thoſe 
diabolical meaſures which were the 
darling objects of my ſoul and of my 
deſire. 1 | 
As my poſſeſſions principally lay in 
the country, the generality of my time 
was palt there, ſeldom going to town, 
and when I did, making a very ſhort 
ſtay, ſo that I might be ſaid to be al- 
molt if not entirely ruſticated, 
Here it was, continued his Lord- 
ſhip, directing his diſcourſe to the pea- 
ſant; here it was I commenced an ac- 
quaintance with one, who in conſider- 
ation of the many evils I have induſtri - 
ouſly and ungratefully been anxious to 
heap upon him, has every juſt reaſon 
to curſe the recollection of that hour 
which bore witneſs to our firſt inter- 
view with bitter curſes. 
Inſtead 
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Inſtead of that generous return, in- 


ſtead of that merited, that liberal re- 
compence which his friendſhip and 


hoſpitality, no leſs than his other ami- 


able qualities, entitled him to demand, 
how, how, did I reward him? By per- 
 fidy and ingratitude! by a baſe and 
unmanly attempt upon. the honour of 
an unexceptionable daughter, by cru- 
elty and — by W and 
murder 

Ye angry miniſters of an neunte 
deity ! where, where are ye at this mo- 
ment? Are your thunders no longer 
terrible to the ears of mortals, or are 
your lightnings abated of their force ? 
Why are ye ſlow to execute the com- 
mands of vengeance, and wherefore + 
delay ye to vindicate the cauſe of in- 
nocence? Is it that vice ſhould pre- 
vail ? that oppreſſion ſhould triumph? 
Then hath juſtice loſt her ſeat in the 


manſon 
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manſion of Heaven! in the kingdom 
of the ſaint?s i 
No ſooner was I informed hiv Emily, 
at wnoſe name, and in memory of 
whoſe wrongs, my ſoul even at this in- 
ſtant ſhakes with horror, no ſooner had 
I learnt, that, worn out with miſery, 


and wedded to calamity, ſhe had bade 


adieu to this inhoſpitable world, than, 


too late to remedy the evils I had 


cauſed, I began to reflect upon her 
ſufferings with ſome degree of remorſe. 
This however was not ſufficiently pow- 
erful to awaken me into a proper ſenſe 
of my errors, the monſtrous catalogue 
of which every day increaſed, and 


every day conſequently ſaw me plunged 


deeper and deeper in folly and in fin. 

It is true ſent her father a diſcharge 
to the action which had been the cauſe 
of the confinement he had ſo long and 


ſo patiently endured; I releaſed him 


irom horrors to which he was in a 
manner 
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manner familiarized, and I reſtored him 
once more to the enjoyments of life and 
of liberty. But alas! did this alſo reſtore 
to him his daughter, his Emily? Did 
it tend to heal the irrecoverable ſtab 
his everlaſting peace had ſuſtained? Or 
did it allay the ten thouſand thouſand 
pains and agonies which he neceſſarily 
endured in the recollection of his loſs ? 
Alas! alas! theſe thoughts then made 
no impreſſion upon me. Engroſſed 
by purſuits of a vain and ſenſual na- 
ture, I overlooked conſiderations ſo 
reaſonable, and inſtead thereof, endea- 
voured all I could to ſuppreſs every 
reflection that conſcience, all powerful 
conſcience, excited in my mind in the 
calm ſtill hour of ſober meditation. 
Theſe hours were but few. Like 
the day of grace, their arrival was cer- 
tain; and like that day too, to me, 
they paſſed without effecting their de- 
ſired purpoſe. Yet CUP 
| Preyed 
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Preyed on by poverty and over- 
whelmed with ſhame and reproach, 
unmoved I heard, that he, whoſe 
daughter I had inhumanly murdered, 
was reduced to wander friendleſs and 
unpitied about the ſtreet, without a 
morſel of bread to ſuſtain life, and with- 
out a bed whereon to repoſe his weary 
limbs; without ſpirits to ſupport him, 
and without rayment to ſhield him from 
the inclemency of the weather! 

In this ſituation, a ſituation that 
loudly demanded the fulleſt and moſt 
effectual aids of compaſſion, what ſuc- 
cour, what aſſiſtance did I afford him? 
Did I point him out a comfortable 


aſylum in which he might ſpend the 
remainder of his days unmoleſted by 


thoſe troubles and thoſe diſtractions 


which had ſo long ſurrounded him? 


Did I invite him to my table, or did I 
reſign to him my bed? Did I pour the 
balm of caſe into the wounds I bad 

: myſelf 
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myſelf implanted in his boſom? And 
did I adminiſter to him thoſe whole- 
ſome delights which might teach him 
no longer to remember the many 
wrongs I had induſtriouſly heaped upon 
him ? . 1 
No! no! I did none of theſe! but, 
like avillain, a baſe unthinking villain, 
1 permitted him patiently to endure 
the miſeries that aſſailed him, I wan» 
tonly left him to periſh, and I inhu- 
manly ſhut my door againſt him; for 
which, as aſſuredly, ſhall the golden 
door of everlaſting life be one day ſhut 
againſt me and my poſterity ! 
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CHAP. XVI. 


THE opportunities which I en- 


joyed of gratifying my paſſions were 


in no wiſe diminiſhed by an event that 
happened ſomewhat about this time, 
namely, the ſudden and unexpected 
wi my uncle. 

As he had no child, his title, toge- 

ther with his eſtate, which was large, 
deſcended to me. 
Here then behold me advanced to 
the peerage, encircled with honours, 
my poſſeſſions enlarged, my connec- 
tions flattering, and my proſpects un- 
bounded. 

Thus ae, what had I to 
hope for, or to deſire? I needed only 
to ſpeak, and every pleaſure awaited 
my acceptance; I had but to com- 
mand, and inſtant obedience followed. 

Could 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 163 


Could I have contented myſelf with 
this aſſurance, or could I have been 
ſatisfied with thoſe moderate enjoy- 


ments which my rank and fortune 
equally brought within my reach, it 


had been well for me. But that reſt- 
leſs ambition which never ceaſed to 
actuate me, together with thoſe groſſer 
defires to which I was a blind, a wil- 


ling captive, ſtill created in my mind 
paſſions that continually hurried me 


beyond the bounds of reaſon, and led 
me into errors beyond the reach of re- 
pentance. 

A conſiderable part of the family 
eſtate being ſituated in Northampton- 


| ſhire, I removed there; and as it had 


been the general reſidence of my de- 
ceaſed uncle, I, in imitation of him 
(finding the neighbourhood to be un- 
exceptionably agreeable) formed a re- 


ſolution of making it my common 


abode; and ſor which end I gave pro- 
| per 
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per orders for repairing the manſion- 
houſe, which was much decayed, and 
which required ſome very conſiderable 
Alterations to reduce it to the ſtandard 
of modern taſte. _ 

During the proſecution of this work, 
it was my lot to form an acquaintance 
with Raymond. 

He had lately married the daughter 
of Sir William Truſty, a gentleman 
.I had long known, and whole virtues, 
had it been my care to emulate, I had 
thereby avoided the unſpeakable, the 
aggravated horrors which at preſent 
torment me. ; 

_ Notwithſtanding my intimacy with 


Sir William, it had never been my 


fortune to behold his daughter; happy 
indeed were it, had I ſtill remained ig- 
norant of her, and that I had to this 
moment been a ſtranger to thole per- 
fections which have been to her the 

ſource 
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ſource of all her misfortunes. But 
Heaven ordered otherwiſe. AD 
Raymond, whoſe ſimplicity was un- 
affected, and whoſe own ſincerity taught 
him not to diſtruſt that of others; de- 
ceived by that out ward ſanctity which 
perpetually graced my behaviour, court- 
ed my acquaintance as an acquiſition 
invaluable. | 
I was not backward in cultivating his 
good opinion, as knowing that it might 
conduce ultimately to my own intereſt, 
a point which I had invariably in view, 
and which was the ſtimulus that excited 
me in all my undertakings. 
Readily yielding to a friendly invita- 
tion he gave me one evening of ſupping 
with him, I attended him home, where, 
for the firſt time, my ſenſes were daz- 
zled and confuſed by the incomparable 
charms of the divine * whoſe 
beauty 


— hung 
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Lien a * jewel in an Zthiop' s ear.“ 
She received me with that macacht, 


that unaffected eaſe and politeneſs 
which ever diſtinguiſh thoſe whom na- 


ture has dealt liberally to, and whom 


education has refined. 


Unlike the generality of her 11 


who, by a vain attention to trifles, neg- 
ject the cultivation of the ſuperior 


graces of the mind, every word ſhe 
uttered was marked with propriety, 
and every ſentence that flowed from 


her enchanting tongue bore the ſter- 
ling ſtamp of taſte, and Tuigent ex- 
quilite. 

Loet me be pardoned expreſſions ſo 
warm and animated. I have now no 
deſire to indulge, but the deſire of 


truth; no wiſh to ſeek the gratification 
of, but that of doing juſtice to her Vir- 


tues and her perfections. 
| bee! 
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- . Intoxicated with the luxurious ban- 
quet on which my eyes had ſo long 
and fo delightfully, feaſted, I inſenſibly 
forgot the hour. In vain. the clock 
reminded me that it was time to depart. 
In vain the repeated yawns of my kind 
my hoſpitable entertainers, gave me to 
unde:ſtand that I was treſpaſſing upon 
their patience; I was both deaf and 
blind to their remonſtrances ; I diſre- 
garded their hints, and I continued my 
viſit much beyond the time that po- 
liteneſs could juſtify. 
But now, 


«« Night's all were burnt out, and jocund day | 
Stood tip-toe on the miſty mountain tops,” 


bor” could delay raking my leave; no 
longer. 

The inſtant I got home. I threw my- 
ſelf upon my bed, where I lay rumi- 
nating upon the charming Euphemia, 
as upon an inhabitant: of the celeſtial 
regions, 
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regions. I could not be perſuaded to 
conſider her as a mere mortal. That 


idea bore ſo little relationſhip to the 


nature of her excellencies, that it were 
impiety to encourage it. 


I was however determined to try how 


far her faith and her conſtancy would 
remain unſhaken, amidſt the tempta- 
tions and allurements of the faſhionable 
world; and whether a participation in 
theſe pomps and pleaſures, which are 
the perquiſites of rank and fortune, 
aided by time and opportunity, might 
not make ſome impreſſion upon her in- 
experienced heart, and thereby efface 
the force and memory of that troth ſhe 
had pledged to Raymond. 

Thus, like the Devil plotting the 
ſhame and the diſtruction of our firſt 
grand parents, did I, envying the hap- 
pineſs I was not myſelf calculated to 
enjoy, vainly attempt to corrupt that 
fidelity, and to undermine thoſe virtues 
which 
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which raiſed the poſſeffor to heights 


inſuperable; an attempt which was 
however as far beyond my art to effect, 
as it was repugnant to my nature and 


inclination to forego. 


From this time forward my viſits 


were frequent and regular. The near- 
neſs of our ſituation to each other was 
the means of ſpeedily improving our 


acquaintance fo much, as to render our 
habitations as one. One houſe and one 
home ſerved us, and even the inferior 
branches of our reſpective families were 


quickly incorporated under one head. 


The repeated opportunities I hereby 
enjoyed of ſeeing and converſing with 
Euphemia, inſtead of diminiſning the 
deſires that conſumed me, rather con- 
tributed to augment them; inſtead of 
reducing them within the bounds of 
reaſon, gave them additional force. 
Notwithſtanding which, I ſtill conti- 
nued (though not without difficulty) 

Vol. II. l by 
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by the aid of diſſimulation, to deport 
myſelf in a manner that avoided giving 
offenge; a precaution chat I the rather 
uſed from the conſideration that mat- 
ters were not yet arrived to that degree 
of maturity neceſſary to inſure me the 
ſacceſs I wiſhed for. 

From the obſervation I had from 
time to time made of the temper and 
diſpoſition of Euphemia, I began to 
form a concluſion that it would be in 
vain for me to expect a favourable iſſue 


to my hopes, unleſs 1 could contrive to 


alienate her affections from her huſ- 


band. 
This was a taſk that required the ut · 


moſt delicacy in the execution. 

To eraſe effectually from her mind 
the firſt and earlieſt impreſſion that love 
had made, demanded an equal fhare of 


conduct and perſeverance ; conduct to 


manage it, and perſeverance to ſupport 
it. „ 
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It was not ſufficient that ſhe was 
made acquainted with the knowledge 
of my paſſion; it was likewiſe neceſ 
ſary that he, who. at preſent was the 
ſole and abſolute monarch of her heart, 
ſhould be deprived of his envied ſo- 
vereignty ; that his character ſhould be 
blackened. by aſperſions moſt foul and 
unjuſt, that his fidelity to her ſhould. 
be diſputed, his prudence and œcono- 
my called in queſtion, and his every 
virtue transformed into vice and im- 
perfection. 

As the country did not ſo well favour 
thoſe deſigns, it was not without a ſin- 
gular degree of ſatisfaction that I heard 
Euphemia one day expreſs a deſire of 
viſiting the metropolis. | 

This was a circumſtance. I much 
wiſhed for; and I therefore neglected 
no opportunity that offered to encou- 
rage her in it, 
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It requires but little art to perſuade 


people to do that which their WcBng- 


tion prompts them to. 


Accordingly, without much folicirg- 
tion on my fide, in a few hours from 
the time of her communicating her de- 
ſire, I had the happineſs of perceiving 
the neceſſary preparations making oy: 


our nn excyxion, eig 


CHAP. 
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„ CMP; Et. 


WE were now arrived at London. 
No ſooner were we relieved from the 
trifling fatigue which our journey, 
though delightful, unavoidably occa- 
ſioned, than, with an aſſiduity almoft 
unequalled, I unweariedly exerted my 
every endeavour for the purpoſe of ſe- 
lecting a variety of amuſements, where- 
by I might, with the greater eaſe, wean 
the mind of Euphemia from the me- 
mory of her huſband. 

The attempt however was vain. 
For although, with the utmoſt rea- 
dineſs, ſhe mixed in the pleaſures that 
were prepared for her, I ſtill had the 
mortification to find that her affections, 
like a rock, were fixed and immovea- 
blez never once wandering from him 
who alone was worthy of them, 


2 It 
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It would be unneceſſary for me to 
relate any further attempts upon her, 
previous to that moſt diabolical one, 
which but too well ſucceeded in the 
purpoſe for which it was deſigned, 
namely, the deſtruction of Raymond; 
whoſe memory will no doubt furniſh 
him but too ſenſibly on the occaſion 
with ideas he might wiſh ſuppreſſed. 
Several hours had elapſed from the 
time he had left us at the tavern be- 
fore I could prevail upon myſelf to 
follow him. An inward conſciouſneſs 
of my: guilt totally unnerved me, I 
had no power to move. But, inſenſi- 


bly permitting the inſtruments of my 


villany to depart, I alone remained 
behind to meditate upon an action 
which, now accompliſhed, was far from 
affording me that ſatisfaction which I 
expected from it. | 


The following day I learned that 


Raymond was ill. | 
i This 
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This was an information that in no 


wiſe difpleafed me, more eſpecially as I 
flattered myſelf with the hopes of de- 
ducing therefrom an opportunity. fa- 
vourable to my wiſhes. - 
Accordingly, with a well affected 
ſorrow, I approached the beauteous 
mourner; and, whilſt I ſeemed to ſym- 
pathize and ſhare with her in the miſ- 
fortune that oppreſſed her, I infidu- 
ouſly gave her to underſtand that her 
huſband. little merited the precious 
tears that ſo copiouſly ſtreamed from 
her eyes; but was rather deſerving 
of her everlaſting hate, in that be 
had been induſtrious to entail ſhame, 
want, and beggary Þ 9 her and her 
poſterity. 

[ then related to her the bie ad- 
venture of the preceding evening, in 
the courſe of which I magnified her 
huſband's folly, imprudence, and in- 
temperance with all the art I was ca- 

| 3 4 pable 
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pable of. I explained to her his cul- 
pability in blindly ruſhing from error 
to error. 1 declared to her, that I in 
vain had repeatedly warned him to de- 
ſiſt from what muſt inevitably termi- 
nate in his own deſtruftion, And, 
continuing the falſhoods to their final 


period, I imputed bis miſconduct to 


wilful obſtinacy and confirmed depra- 
vity. 

Euphemia, no ſooner had ſhe heard 
che full ſum of her misfortunes than, 


« Speechleſs ſhe ſtood and pale — 

while horror chill | 
Ran through her veins, and all her joints re- 
lax'd.“ 


Fixed to the earth with wonder and 
aſtoniſhment, I beheld her incapable 
of ſenſe or motion; I beheld her pe- 
trified with pain, and ſurrounded with 
Horrows, and 1 inhumanly rejoiced 
therein, as it plainly demonſtrated that 
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my words had made 1 her the de- 
ſired impreſſion. 

Reſigning her therefore, cruelly re- 
ſigning her to the torture and agony 
ariſing from reflection, l permitted three 
whole days to elapſe before I again ven- 
tured to addreſs myſelf to her. 219 

1 knew that her delicacy would ea- 
ſily take the alarm. I was convinced 
that T had infinitely more to hope for 
from gentleneſs, than from any exer- 
tion of violence. And I was not with- 
out ſome ſecret expectation of berie- 
firing by her reſentment of the injuries 
ſhe was made a-ſharer in, and which I 
had fo induſtriouſly conveyed to her 
knowledge, aggravated beyond mea- 
ſure by the aid of falſhood and uncha- 
ritable malice. 

As opportunity favouted my defigns, 
I now once more accofted her. I re- 
preſented to her the ill conſequences 
that might reſult from her attendance 

15 upon 
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upon a ſick and feveriſh. huſband; a 
huſband that, by his miſconduct and 
imprudence, had richly forfeited every 
title, every pretenſion to her love and 
to her tenderneſs. I inſinuated to her 
that ſhe muſt no longer look for thoſe 
pleaſures, and thoſe congenial raptures 
ſhe was wont to partake of, but that 
henceforward bitterneſs and upbraid- 
ings would be her portion, bitterneſs 
unmixed with ſweets, and upbraidings 
that admitted not of abatement. 

. « Yes! but I have ſtill left a friend, 
my Lord,” ſaid ſhe. © You know my 
aunt, you know Lady Frampton; ſhe 
is at preſent in the country; to her 
will I fly; in her friendſhip will I place 
my. hope, nor have I a doubt of meet- 
ing with a reception from her ſuch as 
may. teach me to forget the horrors of 


the picture your Lordſhip has ſet be- 


fore me.“. 
5 I was 


| intimacy. The bes 
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I was unprepared for this reply. It 
came quitegfnexpeftedly. And yet, 
upon a fecond thought, [ ſaw reaſon 
to approve' of it, as it was apparently 
calculated to forward and mature the 
deliga I had fo long formed againſt 
e! oh 
Leaving no means unpractiſed that 
might operate to the encouragement 
of the reſolution ſhe had made, I never 
quitted her until I had ſo far ſtrength- 
ened her in that determination, as to 


have gained her conſent to accompany 


her to Lady Frampton, with whom, 
for reaſons that require no explana- 
tion, I pretended: a .: and e 


f 


permiſſion, than I gave the neceſſary 
orders for getting ready the carriage ; 
thinking it not altogether ſafe Hould 
1 delay a ſingle moment the execution 
* at A a work, or even ſhould 

I'6 I allow 
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I allow her time for reflection, as one 
thought might totally diſconcert the 
whole of what I had with ſuch eager- 
neſs been planning, and thereby re- 


duce me to the neceſſity of hegmnng | 


my operations over again, ; 
Inſtead of Lady Frampton's, in an 


landſhire, a few hours conveyed us into 


Northamptonſhire, which, being ſitu- 
ated in the ſame direction, gave Eu- 
phemia no ſuſpicion of my intention; 
but confiding in that honour which. I 
never yet poſſeſſed, ſhe reſigned her- 
ſelf to, my care, nothing doubting but 
that I was actuated in what, I was do- 


_ ing ſolely by a regard for her peace, 


her ſafety, and her happineſs ; a mo- 
tive as oppoſite, and a conſideration as 
foreign, to that which, really impelled 


me, as Heaven to Earth. 
The inſtant we alighted at the door, 


the began however to correct the miſ- 
when 9Rlnion the had all along before 
conceived 
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conceived of the purity of my: pritici- 
ples. | 

Ho is this, my Lord!” ſaid ſhe, 
with viſible ſigns of amazement de- 
pictured in her countenance, © how is 
this? Is this the boaſted friendſhip you 
profeſſed for me? can it induce. your 
Lordſhip to nothing elſe than te be- 
tray! Ah! now I begin too late to 
perceive. that I was wrong in giving 
eredit to thoſe profeſſions, 2 

It was now no time to anſwer her, 
ſo gently forcing, her to follow me, 1 
conducted her into the parlour ; which 
we had no ſooner. entered, than I at- 
tempted ta apologize for what L had 
done, ſtill. infiſting, notwithſtanding 
appearances. argued to the contrary, 
that I was moved thereto by no other 
conſideration. than the. regard. I then 
did, and ever ſhould, retain for hee 
peace and everlaſting welfare. 


Regarding 
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Regarding me with a look beyond 
_— mortifying, and in a tone of 
abſolute authority, ſhe commanded me 
inſtantly to ſet her at liberty; threat- 
ening, in caſe of a refuſal, by ſome 
violent act of deſperation, to put an 
end at once to her own life and my 
hopes. e * 

I now, and as occaſion ſerved, 
changed the form of my proceedings. 
I fighed, I wept, I implored, and I 
proteſted to her that I had long and 
| ſincerely loved her, loved her to a de- 
gree of diſtraction. I ſet before her 
my rank and fortune, and m the pri- 
vileges thereto annexed; oppoſed 
againſt which, I repreſented to her, 
her huſband's failings, and the too 

probable conſequences of his miſcon- 
duct, contempt and poverty. I ſhewed 
her the bonds, which 1 had, for a 
trifling conſideration, procured from 
their reſpective holders. And, finally, 
I gave 


# | 
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I gave her a ſight of the deed, by vir- 
tue of which I myſelf claimed the ſole 
and entire reſidue of his property, both 
real and perſonal. 

All this however, inſtead of having 
the effect I wiſhed for, ſerved only to 
increaſe her reſentment. 

For ruſhing at once deſperately "IRR 
me, and without deigning a ſyllable 
by way of reply, ſhe quitted me, un- 

able to detain her; and making the 
utmoſt expedition, before 1 had. time 
to form even the moſt imperfect reſo- 
lution by which to act, ſhe had ſo well 
ſucceeded in her attempt, as to render 
every kind of u vain and r | 
eee. 11 ö 
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CHA XVIII. 


FROM that hour to this conti- 
ned Lord Saintly, have I never ſeen 
her. Steeped as I was in diſhonour; If 
dared not again preſent myſelf before 
her; nor dared I reſume a purſuit that 


had been fo- unfavourable 66 me in the | 
| firſt inſtance. | 


Terrified and bormenteec beydde de- 


feription with the conſciouſneſs of my 
own unpardonable villany, I ſecreted! 


myſelf from the world. ordered my - 
ſelf to be denied to eur one, nor was 
it till after the viſit Raymond made 


me that 1 could prevail with myſelf 
once more to mix with mankind; and 


even then, I conceited that all eyes 


were directed towards me, and that, 
like Cain, I * the mark of my 
wickedneſs 


+ © fwd At 
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wickedneſs, engraved in immortal cha- 


racters, upon my forehead. | 

Ah! why could I not repent? Why 
was I doomed ſtill to increaſe the roll 
of my miſdoings? Surely ſome demon 
precided at my birth, and ſealed me, 
ere yet I had eſcaped my [mother's 
womb, for ruin and endleſs miſery ! 

No ſooner was I recovered of the 
wound which Raymond, the. injured 
Raymond, had deſervedly given me, 


than I relapſed once more into my 


former errors, 
The ſudden and accidental view of 
a beautiful face, in a moment rekind- 


led my deſires with a violence that de» 
manded no inconſiderable degree of + 
reſolution properly to om and ſtifle 


them, 

Paſling one evening «pak into Wilt- 
(hire, near the borders of which I have 
a conſiderable eſtate, and upon which 
| occaſionally reſided, I was ſtruck 

with 


186 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


with the appearance of a young girl, 
whoſe florid countenance and ſparkling 
vivaciry irreſiſtibly © increaſed in me 


a defire of being further acquainted 


with her. 

As I was on horſeback I inſtantly 
diſmounted, for the purpoſe of enter- 
ing with the greater eaſe into conver- 
ſation with her. 


I found her to be ſprightly and 


_ agreeable, and withal artleſs and un- 
affected. Her features, which were 
regular and beautiful, comprehended in 
them a mixture of ſweetneſs and mo- 
deſty which it was impoſſible too much 
to admirez and which, by a ſtrange 
kind of magic, could not fail to ope- 
rate upon every heart that was not en- 
tirely inſenſible to the impreſſions of 
love and beauty. 

To deſcribe minutely her every per- 
fection would be-id!y waſting that time 
which may be much better and more 

| profitably 
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profitably beſtowed. Suffice it there- 

fore to ſay, that in reſpect to her per- 

ſonal charms, ſhe yielded in no one 
inſtance to Euphemia. | 

She informed me that her father was 
a gentleman of ſome ſmall property in 
the neighbourhood, and that ſhe, who 
was his only child, was then return- 
ing from a viſit ſhe had been making 

at a village ſomewhat diſtant. 

« It is neceſſary that I make what 
haſte I can home, ſaid ſhe, as my fa- 
ther will doubtleſs be uneaſy ſhould I 
exceed the time allotted me.” 

The native innocence and unaffected 
ſimplicity ſo apparent in her expreſſi- 
ons, "inſtead of gaining from me the 
applauſe and the protection they me- 
rited, ſerved only to provoke my ea- 
gerneſs for their deſtruction. I beheld 


her beauty and, like a villain, I was 


reſolved to attempt the poſſeſſion of it. 
DIY Contenting 
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Contenting myſelf however for the 
preſent with procuring a direction to 
her father, I bade her adieu; deter- 
mining to devote the earlieſt opportu- 
nity. to the purpoſe of viſiting her, 
nothing doubting but my rank would 


be the means of procuring me an ad- 


miſſion equal to my wiſhes, 


The next day, having firſt preyidef 5 


myſelf with a lodging every way con- 
venient for my deſign, I ſet out for 
the place of her abode, 

The diſtance was ou inconſider- 
able. 

Having ſent in my name, by a fer- 
vant who attended me, I was immedi- 
ately requeſted by the old gentleman, 
who himſelf haſtened to meet me, to 
enter and repoſe myſelf. . 
He had been, as I afterwards hit 
ed, many years an officer in his ma- 
jeſty's ſervice; but having ſtill had the 
mortification co find fortune preferred 

to 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 18g 
to merit, and perceiving no probabi- 
lity of riſing in the army, diſguſted. 
with his ſituation, he had collected to- 
gether tho poor remains of his miſera- 
ble fortunes, and, having diſpoſed of 
his commiſſion, he retired here into 
the country, not ſo. much through a 
love of retirement, as to avoid the diſ- 
grace of ſeeing. boys clambering up 
the ladder of — 4 . 
heads of their maſters. 

In. reſpect to his perſon, - it ae 
and well- proportioned. An air of 
martial ſeverity, which he wore in his 
countenance, gave a dignity to his fea- 
tures, that, inafuſing itſelſ into his ac- 
tions, at once created awe and reſpect; 
nor did a ſcar that appeared in hia 
forehead, honeurably purchaſad in the 
defence of his country, any ways tend 
to diminiſh the manlineſs of his uiſage. 

I informed him that having, by the 
. * my Phy ſicians, taken; up my 
reſidence 
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relidence in the neighbourhood, it was 
my deſire to cultivate his friendſhip 
and acquaintance, being excited there- 
to by the report of his virtue. 
The old gentleman, without expreſſ- 
ing the leaſt doubt of my ſincerity, 


afforded me a frank and a, cordiah re- 


ception; giving me at the ſame time 
politely to underſtand, that he was not 
inſenſible of the honour conferred up- 
on him. * For in truth, my Lord. 


ſaid he, it is ſo exceedingly difficult 


to meet with a rational creature in this 
part of the kingdom, that I am doubly 
bound to thank your Lordſhip for this 


very extraordinary condeſcenſion.“ 


Not having, during a full hour, 
been able to perceive any ſigns of his 
lovely daughter, I artfully enquired of 
him if he had no children to amuſe 


him in his retirement. | 
£ One only,” replied he, a home- 
ly, but a good girl, If you pleaſe, 


— 
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my Lord, we will ſend for her. She 
has, I imagine, heard of your Lord- 
ſhip's viſit, .and on that account ab- 
ſents herſelf. e tli ye 70 

I eagerly preſſed) him: to exert his 
authority ſo far, as my errand had been 
incomri Re * 1 We n 1 


ing her. 3 (4, *4 C1 
In a few minutes the entered, 5 a 
beautiful than er. % 


She immediately recollected me, e, and, 
with a bluſh that added ten · fold crim- 
ſon: to her cheek, approached to receive 
my ſalutation, labouring at the ſame 
time under ſo viſible and amiable a 
confuſion, as it was impoſſible to con- 
template without an equal Wr * 
pain and pleaſure. oP 

I ſoon after took my leave. 

From this time I was frequent in 
my attendance; and as my viſits were 
generally accompanied by ſome trifling 
preſent, I never failed of making my- 

ſolf 
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ſelf agreeable. The father reſpected 


me as a friend's and the daughter, as 


an honourable acquaintance. 
Our intimacy increaſing, 1 was not 


long without an opportunity of de- 
claring the fituation af my heart, to 


her who was the object of my paſtion. 

«© What is it wow en _ n 
ſaid ſhe, | 

vos Nothing, be afſured; replied L but 


what is compatible: with: the: ſtricteſt 


and moſt -inviolable: honourè “ 

e then refer your Lordſſii n to my 
father, rejoined ſhe, for who ſo pro. 
per to conſult with on ſo important an 
affair as he to whom Lowe my being? 

I was prepared for this ſtroke; I 

expected it. Seizing therefore the oc- 
caſion to thank her for a compliance ſo 
flattering, l promiſed her without delay 


to addreſs myſelf on that ſubject to her 
* whoſe conſent I made not the 
leaſt 


* 
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leaſt doubt of obtaining, as it was an 
honour he could not be inſenſible of. 
That ſame evening I addreſſed my- 
ſelf to the old gentleman and having 
related to him what had paſſed, I 
ſolicited his intereſt with Julia, proteſt- 
ing that my happineſs ſolely and ulti- 
mately depended upon the anſwer 1 
might receive. 
] did not deceive myſelf in ſuppo- 
ſing that his acquieſcence would readily 
be procured ; for I had no ſooner aſk- 
ed his conſent than I obtained it, and 
in conſequence thereof the wedding 
cloaths were. beſpoke, the neceſſary 
preparations made, and even the day 
appointed for the conſummation of our 
nuptials. | | 


lr CHAP. 
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CH AP. XIX. 


THAT day however never Sas. 
For on the preceding evening, in 
the abſence of her unſuſpecting father, 
who was gone to the adjacent town to 
provide ſome trifling neceſſaries againſt 
the next morning, I, like a villain, a 
treacherous ſmiling villain, approached 
the lovely maid in the looſe unguarded 
moment of involuntary ſoftneſs, and, 
baſely impoſing upon her too eaſy faith 
and confidence, by thoſe warm, thoſe 
unmeaning profeſſions of love, which 
are calculated only to gratify the ſelfiſh 
deſigns of the unprincipled and illi- 
beral, ſullied at once her innocence 
and virgin purity, and left her robbed, 
ſtained and polluted, to mourn - the 
everlaſting and irreparable loſs of that 
jewel 


* 
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jewel which neither time nor repent- 


ance can ever reſtore. 

No ſooner had I accompliſhed this 
poor, this unmanly action, than, in 
order to render the full meaſure of my 
villany compleat, I cruelly left her a 
prey to that remorſe which 1s the in- 
evitable conſequence of imprudences fo 
groſs, and immediately ſet out for my 
ſeat in Northamptonſhire, from whence 
had been abſent ſeveral months, 

From that time I heard no further 
of Julia or her father, until about 
three days ago, when, by the poſt, I 
received a letter conceived in the fol- 
lowing terms : | 


„ My Lord, 


«© When you behold this epiſtle, 
„when you contemplate thereto the 
« ſignature of one, who has ſo little 
e reaſon to think favourably of your 
*« Lordſhip, you will probably expect 
g 1 00 
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ce to meet only with reproaches and 


<« upbraidings, the feeble and final re- 
< ſource of a forſaken and deſpiſed wo- 
„% man, But, alas! my Lord, where- 
<« fore ſhould I reproach, wherefore 
« ſhould I upbraid you? It is I alone 
e that am deſerving of upbraidings; 
ce ], whoſe too fond and eaſy nature 
< expoſed me to artifices and tempta- 
ce tions, ſuch as I ought to have been 
« guarded againſt; and whole credu- 
lity led me into errors which I ought 
to have avoided, 

«© But why, my Lord, abandon, 
« why forſake me? Coolly and indif- 
« ferently to leave me the very hour, 
„ nay, the very moment in which I 
e moſt needed your preſence, argues 
« a degree of inhumanity which J 
« thought your Lordſhip incapable of. 

« O, my Lord! my Lord! add not 
<« cruelty to injuſtice! Let the remem- 


„ brance of your unfortunate Julia 
| « ſtill 


* 
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<« ſtill have ſome weight with you. 
«© Let me not for ever remain the 
« wretched and deſpiſed creature that 
« I now am; nor let me longer be- 
ſieve that your Lordſhip can inhu- 
% manly take pleaſure in the aug- 
mentation of my ſufferings. 

„My father is at preſent gone up- 
© on a viſit to town which will una- 
ec yoidably detain him ſeveral weeks. 
“ Could 1 flatter myſelf, in the inter- 
te mediate time, with once more ſeeing 
« your Lordſhip, though but for an 
„ hour, though but for a minute, lit» 
ce tle as I have now left to beſtow, the 
<« idea would afford me PIER 
ce tranſport, » 

„] then adjure your Lordikip, by 
ce the recollection of our former loves, 
by the memory of my preſent wrongs, 
by the moſt favourite wiſh of your 
<« heart, and by your hopes of peace 
« and happineſs here and hereafter, 

K 3 that 
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te that, immediately upon the receipt 
de of this, you fly to me, and there- 
e by reſtore pleaſure to the ſoul of one 
« who, in every change and ſituation 
of life, is conſtantly and invariably 
e (though unfortunately) yours, 


« JULIA,” 


Upon the receipt of this unexpected 
epiſtle all my former defires inſtantly 
returned, and with more violence than 
ever. I felt the full force and whirl- 
wind of paſſion riſing in my ſoul, by 
degrees almoſt imperceptible. And, 
for the firſt time, I experienced ſome 
remorſe for the injuries I had done her, 
which determined me, without delay, 
to pay her the viſit ſhe ſo urgently re- 
queſted. 

Accordingly yeſterday, about noon, 
after a tedious journey, and vithout 
any attendants with me, I reached the 
place of her reſidence. 

Without 


>. 
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Without allowing myſelf time for 
refreſhment, I immediately repaired to 
the ſcene of our late amour, nothing 
doubting but that I ſhould find circum- 
ſtances to correſpond with the letter E 
had received. 

But how was I diſappointed! 

Being ſhewn 1nto an apartment, and 
after waiting impatiently ſome minutes 
in expeCtation of her coming, inſtead 
of the fair, the blooming Julia, in the 
full pride and ripeneſs of her charms, 
behold, my eyes were blaſted with the 
appearance of her father, armed, and 
fiercely burning with reſentment and 
vindictive paſſion ! F 

« Yes, my Lord, ”” ſaid he, the mo- 
ment he entered, and perceiving the 
aſtoniſnment that ſo evidently abound- 
ed in my countenance. Yes, my 
Lord, the date of your triumph is 
now expired. It is now my turn to 
triumph. Vengeance requires, ven- 

K 4 gteance 
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geance demands it. And be aſſured, 
my Lord, ſhe ſhall not be 23 
ed of her victim. 

„By my direction, and by my com- 
mand, did Julia pen the letter your 
Lordſhip received. Accuſe me not of 
artifice, accuſe me not of diſſimulation; 
for if I have any knowledge therein, 
to you, my Lord, am I indebted for it. 
At preſent I have reaſon to thank you 
for making me acquainted with thoſe 
arts, nor will I fail of profiting by the 
leſſons which you yourſelf have taught 
me... | 
Here, my Lord, is a pair of piſ- 

tols. Take which of them your Lord- 
ſhip chooſes. Diſhonourable as has 
been your conduct reſpecting me, you 
ſhall nevertheleſs find mine to be form- 
ed upon principles of the ſtricteſt and 
moſt inviolable honour, 

« It is a father, my Lord, that now 
addreſſes himſelf to you; 2 father 
whoſe 
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whoſe eyes you have taught to weep 
tears of blood; eyes which till lately 
were unacquainted with ſorrow, and 
which looked at misfortune with con- 
tempt and honeſt indifference. © | 

% would have ſpared your Lord- 
ſhip the fatigue of this journey, I would 
have followed you into Northampton- 
ſhire, and I would there have ſought 
the ſatisfaction that I now demand of 
your Lordſhip, but then had my re- 
venge been incomplete; then, had 1 
lacked the peculiar means neceſſary 
for the re-eſtabliſhment of my repoſe. 

« No, my Lord, my peace demands 
that the very place which had been 
witneſs to my diſhonour, ſhould alſo 
be the ſcene of my purgation; that 
the ſpot, which as yet is freſh with the 
ſacrifice of a daughter's fame, ſhould 
alſo be the theatre whereon to com- 
memorate a father's vengeance. Pre- 
pare yourſelf therefore, to meet that 

K 5 vengeance 


202 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


vengeance, You are now deprived 


of every ſubterfuge, every evaſion, 


nor will your Lordſhip be any ways 
| benefited by ſheltering. yourſelf be- 
neath them.“ 

He ceaſed, and before I had time to 
free myſelf from the embarraſſment 
and ſurprize which his preſence had 
been productive of to me, he once 
more, in a tone of authority, and with 
a look ſo fraught with ſeverity and re- 
ſolution as terrified me, ordered me 
to take my choice of the weapons he 
had before preſented me with. 

| vas ſo much diſheartened and ſo 
totally unnerved with aſtoniſhment, 
and with the expreſſions he had utter- 
ed, that I was incapable of returning 
him any anſwer, or even of attempt- 
ing to form an excuſe neceſſary to 
avert his indignation; but paſſively 
ſubmitting to his commands, I in- 
voluntarily took the piſtol he offered 


me, 


=) 1 7 
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me, and immediately prepared to de- 
tend myſelf. 

| Terrified beyond imagination Ta my 
guilt, my ball flew widely' from its 
mark; his, on the contrary, obliquely 
entering my breaſt, narrowly eſcaped 
my vitals. | 

His injured honour having now re- 
ceived. the ſatisfaction it required, my 
ſomewhat pacified antagoniſt conduct- 
ed me to the door, and, having ſtrictly 
charged me never more,to approach 
it, he directed me over the thicker, 
the neareſt road to Maidenhead, as 
the moſt probable place to procure 
the aſſiſtance I needed. 
It was not without the. greateſt dif- 
ficulty that I contrived to walk the 
little way I did. My fpirits and 
ſtrength however being ſoon. exhauſt- 
ed, by reaſon of the great quantity of 
blood I had loſt, I laid myſelf down 
near the road fide in hopes of exciting 
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the compaſſion of ſome friendly tra- 
veller, by means of whoſe charity I 


might reach the place to which I was 


directed. 

It was not long before you found 
me. | A 
Providence no doubt, to bring me 
to a proper ſenſe of my wickedneſs, 
appointed that I ſhould owe the great- 
eſt of all obligations to thoſe whom I 
had moſt materially injured. 

And, O!#hat I was able ſufficiently 
to atone ſor theſe injuries, that I was 
capable of expreſſing my juſt abhor- 
rence of them, or to convey to you a 
competent idea of the pain and anguiſh 
I endure in the recollection of them. 

Bur it will not be. | | 

Imagination only here can ſupply 
the place of expreſſion, Words are 
inadequate to the taſk! 


CHAP, 


* 
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| cH AP. a XX: 


WELL, thank my ſtars! we live 
in an age that approaches ſo haſtily and 
ſo ſucceſsfully towards the full meri- 
dian of folly and abſurdity, that it is 
much to be feared we ſhall leave no- 
thing in either for Poſterity to refine 
upon. 

Warmed into the reſentment of an 
injury, no matter whether real or ima- 
ginary, for pride makes no diſtinction; 
a man, to keep in countenance the 
faſhionable prejudices of the world, 
muſt put himſelf upon a level with the 
villain that has wronged him, and 
thereby give him at leaſt an equal 
chance of increaſing his villany by the 
addition of a murder. Elſe, can he 
poſſibly have no ſatisfaction. Such is 
the 
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the eſtabliſhed maxim of modern ho- 
nour | 

Should a mean, an unworthy ſcoun- 
drel, in open and manifeſt abuſe of the 
unmerited confidence repoſed in him, 
in the rank hour of inordinate luſt at- 
tempt the ſeduction of my wife, or 


trample wantonly upon the unſullied 
reputation of my only child. Should 


he ungratefully, in return for the many 
obligations I have been anxious to con- 
fer upon him, induſtrioufly take pains 
to blaſt my credit and to defame my 
character. What remedy, what re- 
dreſs have 1? That only which may be 
gained by the point of a ſword! 

Nay, to ſuch a head is this popular 
phrenzy arrived, that it is almoſt im- 
poſſible to regulate or decide any diſ- 
pute, however trifling, without the 


faſhionable method of arguing it by a 


duel. 


Reaſon. 
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Reaſon, which our plain and unpo- 
liſhed forefathers thought ſo much of, 
is now laid aſide, as a faculty too vul- 
gar and too common to find encou- 
ragement with, any above the rank of 
a trader, 

Should a difference ariſe upon any 
point, either political or commercaal, 
hiſtorical or metaphyſical, whether prac- 
tical or merely ſpeculative, the beſt and 
moſt infallible criterion whereby to de- 
termine its merit is a duel. 

No ſubject ſo abſtruſe, no buſineſs 
ſo complex, but this unanſwerable me- 
thod of argument will at once effectu- 
ally decide. Expedition gives it wings 
and every difficulty vaniſhes before it. 
So that, what with whoring, drink- 
ing, gaming and duelling, together 
with all the long e cetera of faſhiona- 
ble intemperance, a man of fortune 
ſtands but a very indifferent chance of 
living to the age of thirty. 
| | Such 
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Such are the refinements of the 
times! 


* 
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The ample and ingenuous confeſ- 


ſion which Lord Saintly had favoured 


us with contributed not a little to our 
ſatisfaction. 


Both Raymond and che peaſant free- 


ly joined in expreſſing their forgiveneſs 
of the injuries they had received. 

His Lordſhip had promiſed them 
every reſtitution in his power to make, 
and, according to the preſent com- 
plexion of affairs, they had no rea- 
ſon to doubt of his fincerity. 

Honorius thinking there could not 
well be a more favourable opportunity, 
aſked permiſſion to introduce an old 
acquaintance, 

Upon his Lordſhip's acquieſeence, 
Honorius quitted us, but almoſt as in- 

ſtantly 
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ſtantly returned, bringing with him 
the unfortunate attorney, who, by his 
countenance, evidenced the moſt ſin- 
cere ſigns of remorſe for what he had 
done. xc | 

The moment his eyes met thoſe of 

Lord Saintly he ſtood as without ſenſe 
or motion. Surprize riveted him to 
the boards and entirely deprived him 
of the power of articulation, 

Ah! ſaid Lord Saintly, am I ever 
to be thus curſed with ſome freſh proof 
of my wickedneſs! am I to experience 
no end to my crimes! and is every 
hour to add to the burden of my in- 
gratitude! | 

Behold me now at your devotion, 
continued he, addreſſing himſelf to the 
attorney. Diſpoſe of me as you think 
proper, for as yet you know not one 

quarter of my guilt, What will you 
ſay when I confeſs to you that it was 
by my direction your houſe was ſet on 

| fire; 
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fire; that the whole of that circum- 
ſtance was of my planning; and that 


I exulted, barbarouſly exulted, in the 
hope I enjoyed of burying you in its 


ruins ? | 
Ah, my Lord! my Lord! replied 


the attorney, we are equally guilty. - 


Let us not upbraid each other with 
our vices. . Rather let us aſſiſt each 
other to conquer them. I, alas! rich- 
ly deſerve every evil I have endured; 
and if it was the fovereign will of the 
Almighty that you ſhould be the in- 
ſtrument to puniſh my miſdoings, 
_ ought 1 to blame you? Be it ours, my 
Lord, to ſeek for repentance. In her 
we ſhall doubtleſs find that peace and 


that happineſs we have ſo long been 


ſtrangers to; and in her we may de- 
pend upon meeting with that comfort 
which will teach us to forget the ſor- 


rows ariſing from the remembrance 


of our former errors. 


We 


* 
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We were interrupted from the fur- 
ther continuance of our viſit, by the 


entrance of the ſurgeon. 

Having received information of the 
length of time which his Lordſhip had 
converſed with us, he charged us in- 
ſtantly to leave him, as by too much 
talking he was in danger of bringing 
on a fever, in which caſe all his ſkill 
might be extended to no purpoſe. 

We needed not to be admoniſhed 
twice hereon, as we were much more 


intereſted in his recovery than the ſur- 
geon imagined, 


0.08 @ SV: 


Now, if we could but be certain of 
finding Euphemia, ſaid Honorius, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Raymond, we might 

conſider 
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conſider our difficulties as pretty Un 
over. 

She is moſt probably at Lady F r- 
ton's, replied Raymond. 

We will ſeek her there, ſaid EHuno⸗ 
rius. | 


SS} & SS. ‚ 


It is ſomewhat ſurprizing, ſaid Ho- 
norius, after a conſiderable pauſe, It 
is ſomewhat ſurprizing Raymond, that 
you never made enquiry of Euphe- 
mia in a place ſo likely to afford you 
intelligence of her, as that wo Juſt 
now mentioned. 

Accuſe me not of ſo criminal a neg- 


le, replied Raymond, for be aſſured 


it was my firſt and chiefeſt care. Up- 
on my application J unfortunately 
learned that her ladyſhip was gone 
upon a viſit to the continent, and, as 
every day increaſed my troubles, I, 

through 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 213 


through neceſſity, was compelled to re · 
linquiſh the purſuit. | 


r @-: SS: S 


Having dined, we received a meſ- 
ſage from Lord Saintly, requeſting 
that he might ſee us immediately. 

We were much at a loſs to deter- 
mine to what motive we ought to im- 


pute this deſire of his Lordſhip, how- 


ever we inſtantly obeyed him. 

He informed us that he had ſlept 
well ſince we had laſt been with him, 
and that it had been of the moſt eſſen- 
tial ſervice to-him, as he found his ſpi- 
rits greatly relieved thereby, and much 
of that depreſſion, which he before 
complained of, removed from his mind. 
L have ſent for you, ſaid he, to aſk 


your advice, and to intreat your atten- 
tion to a matter which I much wiſhto 


have ſettled, 
When 
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When J reflect upon the injury 1 
have done Julia, and when I conſider 
the accumulated horrors my conduct 
has heaped upon the head of her and 


her father, I am tortured even to mad- 


neſs. | 
That father's motive in the late af. 


fair between us, however prepoſterous 


and misjudged, was without a doubt 


to clear his honour, to retrieve his cha- 


rafter, and to re-eſtabliſh that peace 
which 1 had deſtroyed. But has it 
anſwered the end deſigned thereby ? 


Alas! no! His peace is ſtill in every- 
villain's power who may upbraid him 
with his daughter's frailty. His repu- 


tation is ſo inſeperably connected with, 


and ſo materially dependant upon that 


olf his child, that the ſhaft which is aim- 
ed at one cannot fail of wounding the 
other. And his honour is at the mer- 


cy of every one who would ungene- 


rouſly 
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' rouſly wiſh to revive the Memory of 
paſt failings. 

There is then no other method left 
but that of my fulfilling the promiſe I 
before gave Julia, and making her my 
wife. 

But will ſhe conſent, think you? 
Ah! that demands ſome deliberation, 
I doubt ſhe will not. Fr 

O fear it not, replied Honorius. 

She will with pleaſure embrace the 
opportunity of doing herſelf juſtice ; 
nor can her father poſſibly be diſatis- 
fied at the unqueſtionable proof he 
will, by that means, receive of your 
Lordſhip's diſpoſition to regain the 
path from which you have too long 
deviated. , | 

Yes, ſaid Lord Saintly, I will try 
if yet ſhe has remaining any tenderneſs 
tor a man, who has treated her with a 
barbarity almoſt unequalled. I will 
ſend to her, and I will ſupplicate her 

forgiveneſs 
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forgiveneſs for the cruelty and injuſ- 


tice of my conduct towards her. 
And Heaven ſmile upon the event 
ſaid I. c | | 


SES 90 e M 


Being provided with pen, ink, and 
paper, his Lordſhip, raiſing himſelf 
In the bed, wrote as follows : 


$6 Madam, 


« May the earneſt intreaties of an 
% unworthy penitent prevail fo far with 
« you as to bring you to viſit him? 
« Conſcious as he is how little he de- 
* ſerves the ſmalleſt portion of your 
t“ regard; conſcious that he rather me- 


e rits your hatred and everlaſting in- 


„ dignation, he reſts his hopes of ſee- 
„ing you only upon your charity and 
ce compaſſion. Let not thoſe virtues 
« loſe their ſweet influence over that 

| heart 
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heart which has ſo long been their 
e amiable repoſitory, but, on the re- 
„ ceipt hereof, haſten to him who ſub- 
„ cribes himſelf your unworthy 
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Raymond, whoſe officiouſneſs was 
the reſult only of the utmoſt good na- 
ture, having taken upon himſelf the 
charge of delivering the above epiſtle, 
preſently after departed for that pur- 
poſe towards the habitation of her to 
whom it was addreſſed. He was par- 
ticularly inſtructed with reſpect to the 
father of Julia, whoſe attendance at 
the inn he was commiſſioned to urge 
with all the abilities he was maſter of, 
as a circumſtance indiſpenſible; and, 
as a further inducement thereto, he 
was authorized to aſſure the old gen- 
tleman of his Lordſhip's readineſs to 
eſpouſe Julia whenever his health would 
permit it. 

„ * Soon 
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Soon after Raymond had quitted us, 


Honorius ſuggeſted to us that it was 


proper we ſhould leave his Lordſhip to 
his repole. © 

He will thereby be the better pre- 
pared againſt the return of ing meſſen- 
ger, ſaid he. 

It was a ſuggeſtion founded on the 
pureſt motive of humanity, and we 
readily acquieſced therein. 
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This, ſaid Honorius, is only the 
fifth day ſince we left home, and yet 
methinks, Euphraſtus, we have met 
with more adventures than would fill 
a volume. 


What thinkeſt thou? Is it by the 


ten appointment of Heaven? Or 

does it originate merely from accident, 

that they ſo abundantly greet us? 
But 
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But why need I aſk? continued he, 
correcting himſelf, That lengthened 
chain of 'concurrent incidents, mate- 
rially depending upon each other, and 
the whole of which ſeems hitherto to 
have contributed towards the point 
we wiſh accompliſhed, can owe their 
being only to the favour of the Deity. 
Whoſe will be done on earth, ſaid I. 


# „ „ „ „ # * 


A ſudden and violent ſcream, ſeem- 
ingly proceeding from without, at tha 
inſtant drew-my attention. 

Every moment it grew louder and 


louder, and almoſt without intermiſſion, - 


It is the cry of diſtreſs, ſaid the pea- 
ſant, haſtening towards the door. 

I Raid to hear no more, but inſtant- 
ly followed him into the ſtreet, 


Ls - CHAP, 
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THE noiſe which had alarmed us 
ſo, was occaſioned by the accidental 
overturning of a coach. 
la it were two ladies, attended by a 
third, whole appearance -placed her 
only in the rank of a ſervant. 

One of the ladies was conſiderably 
advanced in years. The other —— 

But in what manner ſhall I ſpeak of 
HER ? | | 

She was the moſt exact and finiſhed 
piece of workmanſhip that fancy ever 
beheld ina her mimic creation. She 
was all that, poets mean when they ſing 
of beauty and of perfection. All that 
natuje in her moſt liberal moments 
ever Jehgned as lovely. And ſhe won- 
vertullyß comprehended in herſelf all 
ifhoſc genuine graces, thoſe young de- 

1 lights, 


— 
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lights, which the pencil and the chiſel 


have ſo long and ſo vainly been em- 
ployed in-the imitation of. 


Her figure was delicate beyond ima- 


gination. Her eyes were of a fine 


blue, irreſiſtibly bright, full, and pierc- 


ing. And her countenance, in which 


was infuſed a ſoft and prevailing for- 


row, deſcriptive of the moſt exqui- 


ſite ſenſibility, diſplayed thoſe amiable 
traces of love and tenderneſs, which 
could not fail of intereſting. the heart 


and the affections. 

| Unmindful of the danger to which 
ſhe herſelf was expoſed, all her care 
ſeemed to be exerted for the preſerva- 


tion of the ſenior lady, who was thrown 
into ſo diſtreſsful a poſture as required 

the utmoſt addreſs eſtectually to re- 

lieve her. 0 | | 
With ſome difficulty, and after 
much time exhauſted in the attempr, 
we contrived to extricate them from 
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their very diſagreeable ſituation. Nor 


was it without a ſingular degree of 


pleaſure we learned that neither of 
them had received any material hurt. 

They were almoſt endleſs in their 
acknowledgments to us for our huma- 


nity in ſo readily flying to their relief. 


They wiſhed to know how and in what 


manner they might recompence us. 


And with the utmoſt difficulty were 
they prevailed upon to moderate their 
expreſſions, which were ſuch as we 
could not attend to without pain. 

As the accident had greatly terrified 


them, I preſſed them to accompany me 


to the inn. 


This they readily agreed to, and in 
conſequence thereof inſtantly followed 


INC, 
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. Scarcely had we entered the inn door 


betore we were met by Honorius. 
I had 
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IT had left him in deep admiration of 
the unfathomable deſigns of the deity, 
of the wiſdom with which he regulates 
the affairs of his creatures, and of his 


divine {kill in bringing about thoſe 
ends which may moſt contribute to his 


glory. ( 

The inſtant however that he fixed 
his eyes upon the young lady, I per- 
ceived a quick and ſurprizing altera- 
tion in him. He ſtood as one depri- 
ved of ſenſe or motion. His counte- 
nance ſuddenly changed from the ex- 
tremes of pale to red; nor was it till 
after I had repeatedly called upon him, 
that he recovered himſelf ſufficiently 
to recollect where he was. 


The lady, on the other hand, was 


no leſs affected at the ſight of Hono- 
rius. She gazed intently upon him, 
as if doubtful whether ſhe ought to 
credit the teſtimony of her ſenſes. She 
ſtood irreſolutely wavering in her mind 

ES whether 
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whether ſhe might with prudence ad- 
dreſs herſelf to him. And ſhe impa- 
tiently waited for the arrival of that 
moment when her doubts on this ary 
might be ſatisfied. 

| Heavens, madam! ls it you? 0 
Honorius. 

And is it indeed Honorius whom I 
behold ? ſaid the lady. Gracious Fa- 
ther! this is a bleſſing that I looked 
not for! And what brought Honorius 
ſo far from home? | : 
Even the hopes of ſeeing you, ma- 
dam, replied Honorius. But this 1s 


an improper place for the relation, 


When we are entered I will inform 
you of the whole. ; 
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O, my Euphraſtus! ſaid Honorius, 
privately addreſſing himſelf to me, be- 
hold in this lady, her of whom we 

N came 
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came in ſearch. * Even Euphemia, the 
wife of Raymond, my long loſt So- 
phia ! Doſt thou not perceive - in her 
thofe perfections and thoſe incompara- 
ble graces of which thou haſt, I know 
not how oft, been a filent hearer! 
Doſt thou not contemplate in her thoſe 
matchleſs qualities which involuntarily 
and inſtantaneouſly affect the ſoul as 
by enchantment? And doſt thou not 
trace in her that inexhauſtible round 
of . delights which muſt of neceſſity 
lift the poſſeſſor of her to happineſs 
ſupreme, and which language finds it- 
felf inadequate to the taſk of deſcrib» 
ing? Yes! yes! thou doſt. Nor canſt 
thou remain obſtinately blind ay 
the power of conviction. 


Where is ſhe! where is ſhe! that 
inſtant exclaimed a voice from with- 
L535 out, 
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out, which we quickly knew to be 
Raymond's, and who immediately and 
unceremoniouſly burſt in upon us. 
Let me ſee her! Let me once more 
feaſt my ſenſes by gazing upon her! 
Once more ſtrain her in my arms! 


Once more hold her to my heart! Ah! 


ſhe moves not! ſtirs not! ſhe is 0 
ſhe is gone ! ſhe is gone ! 

Before he had concluded theſe laſt 
expreſſions, Euphemia, overcome by 
the novelty of ſo unexpected a ſcene, 
had fallen ſenſeleſs upon the floor. 
- By the aſſiſtance of a little eold wa · 
ter we however ſoon reſtored her to the 
recollection of what had happened. 
Her eyes once more reſumed their 
wonted fire, and her cheeks exhibited 
again that bright and celeſtial bloom 
which uſually animated them. 

Directing her eyes alternately from 
her huſband to Honorius, as endea- 
1 vouring 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 227 


vouring to diſcover the meaning and 
nature of an event ſo extraordinary, 
and which ſhe was entirely at a loſs to 
inveſtigate, ſhe exclaimed, 

Ahl What means this? Honorius! 
Raymond! ſay! inform me! Is it a 
reality? or are my ſenſes impoſed upon 
by the viſionary portraiture of a warm 
and feveriſh imagination? Am I to be- 
heve what ſo forcibly dwells upon my 
ſight? or am I totally to diſcredit it as 
the offspring of -illuſive fancy? But, 
continued ſhe, - addreſſing herſelf more 
immediately to Raymond, what doſt 
THOU here? Art thou not a compound 
of every evil? Haſt thou not been in- 


duſtrious to entail upon me everlaſting ; 


ſhame and miſery? And art thou not 
even now involved in beggary and ten- 
fold wretchedneſs, without a houſe to 
hide thee, and without a friend to re- 


lieve thee? | 
L. 6: Theſs 
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Theſe queſtions, madam, will I an- 
Aver, replied Honorius. And by that 

anſwer will you find that your huſband 
is not that faulty, that guilty character 


which you have been taught to conſi- 


der him. You will likewiſe thereby 
perceive that his ſufferings have greatly 
and infinitely exceeded his errors. 
And you will be compelled to confeſs, 
ingenuouſly ro confeſs, in juſtice to 
his merits, that misfortune came un- 
deſervedly upon him. 
Honorius then related to her the 
particulars of our meeting with Ray- 
mond, and the whole of our adven- 
tures ſince that period. He informed 
her of the declaration of Lord Saintly, 
and of the artifices he had confeſledly 
made uſe of in order to ſeduce her af- 
fections from her huſband. He re- 


peated to her every circumſtance rela- 


tive to the affair at the tavern, and 
the many ftratagems he had uſed 


do 
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to effect his deſign upon Raymond. 


5 And he further informed her of his 


Lordſhip's prefent ſituation and ſenti- 
ments, and of his diſpoſition to rectify 
and atone for the evils which he had 
been the author of to them both. 

And now, madam, concluded Ho- 
norius, I ſubmit it to yourſelf to deter- 
mine whether, all theſe cireumſtances 
_ conſidered, your huſband is not enti- 


tled to your forgiveneſs? I know you 


cannot refuſe it him; and notwith- 
ſtanding ſome trifling errors may be 
diſcernable in his conduct, I however 


truſt that Euphemia's partiality will 


induce her to overlook them, as origi- 


nating rather from accident and invo- « © 
luntary miſtake, than from vice, or 


from a mind habituated to evil. 

I ſee, I ſee my miſtake! ſaid Eu- 
phemia. I only am to blame in fo 
haſtily crediting the improbable tale 
impoſed upon me; and it is for me 

alone. 


* 
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alone to aſk forgiveneſs, whoſe credu- 
lity and too eaſy confidence led me to 
forſake my huſband in the hour of 
ſickneſs. But, but —— 


Ahl name it not, mecha Ray- 


mond, interrupting her, name it not 
my Euphemia! Heaven is my witneſs 
thou art to the ſoul of Raymond of 
more conſequence and of more value 
than all the earth contains. Poſſeſſed 
of thee, I enjoy every bleſſing, every 
happineſs in the power of fortune to 


beſtow. And without thee; what am 


1? a miſerable wretch, born to draw 
the vital air without hope, and to die! 

But tell me, my Euphemia, where, 
wherehaſt thou been theſe many months? 
Where haſt thou ſecreted thyſelf from 


thy Raymond ſo long? Reflection turns 


back in amazement, and contemplates 
in the loſs of thee a lapſe of ages. 


_ To recount fully and explicitly the 


lum of my fortunes from the time of 
my 
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my quitting you in London, replied 


Euphemia, would prove a taſk equally 
| tedious and unneceſſary, Part of ir 


you have already learned from the re- 


lations of Lord Saintly and Honorius. 
What remains I will endeavour con- 
ciſely to preſent you with. And if in 
the courſe of it you ſhould perceive 
any circumſtance ariſe, which may ſerve 


to impreſs you with an idea of indifſ- 


cretion on my part, impute it to its 
real cauſe, the miſrepreſcatations of in- 
tereſted artifice. 


Talk not of indiſcretion, ſaid Ho- | 


norius. He who has the peruſal of the 
heart, and reads the intention, will 


acquit you in his mercy, and will juſf- - 


tify yau in the preſence of his ſaints, 


CHAP. 
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e HAP. in. 
YOU have without doubt been 
already acquainted with the artful me- 


| thod by which Lord Saintly prevailed 


upon me to leave you, ſaid Euphemia. 
Nor can you ſtand in need of a repe»- 


tition of it. It'is a circumſtance that 


J care not how ſoon is forgot, and 


which, whenever I reflect on, furniſhes 


me only with pain and diſquietude, the 
children of ſorrow and reproach. 


No ſooner had I effected my eſcape 


from'his Lordſhip, than, late as it was, 
I made the beſt of my way to Brack- 
ley, at which place I procured a poſt 
chaiſe in which I immediately ſet out 

for Lady Frampton's in Rutlandſhire. 
Previous to my departure from Lon- 
don, I had taken care to provide my- 
{elf with a ſum of money, together 
| with. 
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with ſuch other neceſſaries as I con- 


cluded I ſhould want; by reaſon of 
which precaution, I was enabled to tra- 
vel much more agreeably than other- 
wiſe I could have expected. 

Upon my arrival at her Ladyſhip's 
| houſe, I learned to my no ſmall mor- 
tification that ſhe was in Wiltſhire, 
from whence ſhe was expected _ to 
ſet out for France. 

This intelligence induced me to 
exert all the ſpeed 1 was miſtreſs of, to 
get time enough to prevent her from 
having the ſtart of me. Accordingly, 
without tarrying a moment to refreſh 
myſelf, I once more took poſt horſes, 
and very late at night ſet out acroſs 
the country into Wilſhire, _, 

That continued chain of diſappoint- 
ments which I had ſo lately experi- 
enced, purſued me with a rancour no 
leſs violent and uncommon on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, 

For 
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For upon the accompliſhment of 
my journey, which was not till noon 
the following day, I learned that Lady 
Frampton had actually embarked two 
days before. 

As I did not chooſe to make myſelf 
known to thoſe who had the care of 
her Ladyſhip's houſe, I diſcharged the 
carriage which had conveyed me thi- 
ther, and humbly repoſing- myſelf 
upon the care and protection of that 
Being whoſe mercies are inexhauſtible, 


I ſet out on foot, in hopes of finding 
a proper aſylum wherein I might re- 


main retired and undiſturbed until my 
aunt's return. 

Towards evening arrived at a ſmall 
villas. which I was fortunately invi- 


ted to by a diſtant view, and which I 


had no ſooner entered than I perceived 
a genteel houſe, at the door of which 
ſtood an elderly gentlewoman, whoſe 
cquntenance exhibited ſomewhat ſo 

amiably 
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amiably and engagingly ſoft, and with- 
al ſo unaffectedly good-natured, that 
I could not reſiſt the opportunity of 
aſking her if ſhe could, with conveni- 
ence to herſelf, receive me into her 
houſe. . | 
It was the widow Stanley, | 
After looking at me a few moments 
with ſome degree of attention, unmix- 
ed however with that impertinent cu- 
rioſity which pride too often puts on 
for the purpoſe, the inhuman purpoſe 
only of wounding the boſom of ſenſi- 
bility, ſhe frankly and generouſly de- 
fired me to walk in, and, with a free- 
dom that charmed me, informed me 
that herſelf and her habitation were 
equally and entirely at my ſervice. 5 
I was greatly pleaſed at this circum- 
ſtance. It was what I much wiſhed 
for, and yet durſt not flatter myſelf 
with the expectation of. 


Thus 
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Thus agreeably ſituated, even be- 
yond my hope, I ſoon contracted an 
acquaintance with Honorius. 

Shall I be pardoned when ] confeſs 
that i it was not without pleaſure I con- 
templated the progreſs of this acquaint- 
_ ance? Yes, I ſhall! His virtues juſtly 
entitled him to my eſteem, and his 
many amiable and excellent qualities 
were an undeniable claim upon my 
friendſhip and affection. 

Was I to repcat all thoſe expreſlons 
which the good widow was continually, 
entertaining me with in praiſe of him, 
I might probably be diſcredited. They 
would ſound more like the adulatory 
effuſions of inſincerity or deſigning ar- 
tifice, than the plain relation of truth, 


and candour, nor would Honorius 


himſelf approve of the merited enco- 
mium. 

Notwithſtanding he. unexceptiona · 
ble ſituation chance had thus pointed 


me 


* 


THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 237 
me out, I was nevertheleſs truly mi- 
ſerable when J reflected upon the ſeve- 
rity of my fate, which had drove me 
friendleſs from my home and from my 
Connexions, to the experience of thoſe 
horrors which never fail to actuate the 
mind familiarized to misfortune. 

. My huſband, criminal as 1 was taught 
to conſider him, was ſtill ever 1 
moſt in my thought. : 
In ſpite of the undoubted proofs I 
had received of his weakneſs and in- 
diſcretion, In ſpite'of the evidence of 
my eyes, and the unerring teſtimony 
of my ſenſes collectively, I ſtill anxi- 
ouſly ſought for reaſons. which might 
Juſtify me in thinking him leſs faulty, 
Jeſs guilty than from his Lordſhip's 
* repreſentations [ was enn indu- 
ced to do. 

All my endeavours We on this 
head were inſufficient. 


The 
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The manifeſtations of his impru- 
dence were unfortunately ſo glaring, 
ſo ftriking, and ſo convincing, that 
had I diſcredited them, I had thereby 
rendered myſelf juſtly obnoxious to 
the imputation of vindnels and n 
obſtinacy. 

Thus deprived of the agreeable * 
of deducing to myſelf confolation from 
thought, I remained the mournful vic- 
tim of deſpair and of ſorrow, which, 
notwithſtanding my utmoſt care to 


conceal, were ſtill too viſible to eſcape 


the eye of the obſerver. 5 | 
Without any other company than 
Honorius to amuſe us in our retire- 
ment, four months did 1 continue an 
intruder upon the good lady's hoſpita- 
lity, whom I now began to eſteem in 
a manner much beyond that of an or- 


dinary acquaintance ; nor did her ma- 


ny excellent and amiable qualities, 
which every day ſtill more and more 
convinced 


* 
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convinced me ſhe poſſeſſed, fail to ma- 
ture that reſpect and veneration, I 
had ſo imperceptibly conceived for 
her, into affection and filial tenderneſs. 
1 had the ſatisfaction in return to 
find that my endeavours to gain her 
good opinion were not entirely loſt. 
Every moment told me that ſhe re- 
garded me with an equal degree of 
ſincerity, and that ſhe was nothing leſs 
deſirous of contributing to my happi- 
neſs than I to her's ; and although ſhe 


carefully avoided aſking me thoſe.queſ- 


tions which ſhe apprehended might 
prove diſagreeable to me, ſhe never- 
theleſs was anxious to divert the me- 
lancholy that preyed upon me, and 
was unwearied in finding out and 
recommending thoſe -- wholeſome and 
innocent recreations 'which ſhe thought 
might conduce to that purpoſe. 

But now the time was arrived whea 


I was doomed to take a long and laſt. 
adieu 
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adieu of theſe- my kind and liberal 
friends; a thought which I could not 
indulge without pain and the moſt ex- 
quiſite ſorro WWW 0 5 5 
As I was ond morning entleavouring 

to relieve my ſpirits of tlie weight that 
hung upon them, 'by a ſeaſonable and 


ſolitary walk, I accidentally perceived 


at a diſtance a ſervant in Lady F ramp- 
ton's livery. 

As he approached me I ſtopped 
him, and learned, in anſwer to my en- 


quiries, that her Ladyſhip was then in 
the neighbourhood, where ſhe was ex- 


pected to continue ſome time, ſhe be- 
ing lately returned from abroad. 


The inſtant 1 regained the place 


from whence I had ſet out, I began to 
meditate in what manner I might bet 
bid adieu to - thoſe, whom friendſhip 


$ 
. 


taught me to eſteem. 
3 5 g 


d a knowledge of their virtues equal- 
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To take a formal leave, would, I 
E knew, be the infallible means of 
increaſing my ſorrows. Let could I 
not think of departing without ac- 
counting in ſome meaſure for the ne- 
ceſlity of that ſtep, previous to the 
adoption of it; more eſpecially as it 


was evident - that by ſo doing I ſhould. 


involve thoſe I reſpected, in trouble 
and perplexity. 

After ſome time, paſt in delibera- 
tion, I concluded it moſt adviſeable 
to leave behind me a letter, ſuch as 
might ſerve as an apology for my con- 
duct, and which might at the ſame 
time, contain the beſt and moſt pro- 
per acknowledgment I was enabled to 


offer them for the many civilities [ bad | 


received. 
This 1 accordingly put in execution; 
and the ſame night when the family 
were in bed, with ſtreaming eyes, I 
let myſelf out, unperceived by any one, 
Vo. II. M and 


„ 
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and immediately bade adieu to the 


village. 
As I was well acquainted with as 


route I had to take, the darkneſs did 


not prevent me from reaching the 
place to which my ſteps were directed, 
ſo that in a few hours I arrived at Lady 
Frampton's, from whom I met with a 
reception equal to my wiſhes. 

From that period I have remained 
the conſtant attendant of her Lady- 
ſhip, with whom I have lately been 


upon a viſit to London, and from 


whence we were now returning into 
the country, had we not been delayed 
by means of the accident you have 
been witneſſes of; an accident how- 
ever, which, after the wonderful diſ- 
covery it has given birth to, I ſhall 


ever commemorate as the moſt fortu- 


nate incident of my life. 


CHAP. 
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CG HK. XX1II: 


HAVING all of us r 
paid our compliments to Lady Framp- 
ton and the beautiful Euphemia, Ho- 
norius propoſed that we ſhould toge- 
ther immediately viſit Lord Saintly, 
who no doubt was eagerly and impa- 
tiently waiting the return of Raymond. 

We accordingly proceeded towards 
his Lordſhip's apartment, whom we 
found ſitting up in bed, and ſeemingly 


poſſeſſed of ſpirits ſuch as flattered us 


with the -moſt ſanguine 3 of a 
ſpeedy recovery. | 


The inſtant he perceived 13 | 


he gazed at her with ſuch ſtrong, ſuch 
evident ſigns of amazement depictured 
in his countenance, that we began to 
repent having ſo readily entered into 
the propoſal of Honorius, being appre- 

M 2 henſive 
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henſive that the ſurprize occaſioned 


by ſo unexpected a ſight might be at- 


tended with conſequences prejudicial 
to his ſafety. 

Do you not recolle& me, my Lord? 
ſaid Euphemia. 

Yes, madam! yes! too well Ire 
collect you, replied Lord Saintly. 1 
recollect alſo the many injuries I have 
done you; 4njuries which you neither 
can, nor indeed ought to forgive, In- 
Juries which exceed belief, and which, 
I fear the moſt ſincere, the moſt per- 
fect repentance will never effectually 
deſtroy the memory of. 

Ah!] fay not ſo, my Lord, rejoined 
Euphemia. He who ſighs in ſecret 
ſhall be ſtrengthened in hope, and he 
who weeps in ſin ſhall be juſtified i in 
mere 7p. 


Ah ſpeak again! ſpeak again, fair | 


angel! ſaid Lord Saintly, 


6 for 
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cc 


for thou art 

As eforicus to this fight, 

As is a winged meſſenger from Heaven, 
To the upturned wond'ring eyes of mortals, 
When he beſtrides the lazy pacing clouds, 
And ſails upon the boſom of the air.” 


Canſt thou indeed, bright excel- 
lence ! forgive? Canſt thou? But I 
can never forgive, continued his Lord- 
ſhip, can never pardon the many many 
wrongs I have done thee: Wrongs 


which continually riſe up in judgment 


againſt me, and damn me far beyond 


the dominion of grace, or the reach - 
mercy. 


© # „ „ „ * 
* | 35 
It was Julia and her father who juſt 


then entered the apartment of Lord 
Saintly. | 


Not without the moſt earneſt tte 


ties was it that Raymond had prevailed 
: M 3 upon 


ä — — — — Ons 
4 


245 THE MAN OF EXPERIENCE. 


upon the old gentleman to promiſe 
him to come. 

His behaviour as he approached was 
manly and reſolute, yet at the ſame 
time circumſpect and reſerved. ' His 
countenance was expreſſive of ſeverity 
which beſpoke a conſcious ſuperiority, 


ſuch as neither time nor misfortune 


could impair. And his eyes glowed 
with that fire which at once awed and 
commanded. | 


Behind him, at a trifling diſtance, 


came his fair, his amiable daughter, 


trembling as ſhe drew near, and over- 
whelmed with ſo viſible and delicate a 
confuſion as pained the heart, . 

Her head was gently and gracefully 
declined, and her hands pathetically 
infolded within each other. Her eyes 
were ſwollen and red with long weep- 
ing, and down her cheeks the tears 


had formed a paſſage that bade defi- 


ance to the approach of joy. 
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The unexpected appearance of ſo 
many ſtrangers ſerved not a little to 
increaſe her embarraſſment. With a 
modeſt diffidence ſhe was going to re- 
tire. She was however prevented by 
the commands of her father. 
Well, my Lord! ſaid the old ſot- 
dier, looking towards the wounded 
peer, who was himſelf in need of 
ſtrength to ſupport him under the con- 
fuſion which the preſence of Euphe- 
mia had involved him in. Well, my 
Lord! at your requeſt I have conde- 
ſcended to viſit you. What nothing 
elſe would effect, the repreſentation of 
- that gentleman (pointing to Raymond) 
has effected. Let me underſtand from 
your Lordſhip whether or not I do 
Tight in crediting him. 
I wiſh no other, replied his Lord- 
ſhip. 
Why then, my Lord, faid the fol- 
dier, we are no longer enemies. 


But 
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But will my- Julia conſent? ſaid 
Lord Saintly, direQting his eyes to- 
wards the fair mourner. Will ſhe not 
reject. the man who has treated her ſo 
barbarouſly and ſo unjuſtifiably ? ,_ 
Julia's tears flowed faſter than be- 
Wee, 
= Pos the bed ſhe gave her 
hand to his Lordſhip. Here, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, all that your poor Julia has 
in her power, ſhe will readily contri- 
bute towards your Lordſhip's happi- 
neſs. - TY | 
Generous, generous creature! ſaid 
Lord Saintly. But it ſhall be my ſtudy 
to prove deſerving of this goodneſs! 
Confeſs now, my Lord, ſaid Ho- 
norius, that you find more real plea- 
ſure, more ſolid ſatisfaction in being 
the author of one virtuous action, than 
you have hitherto experienced in all 


the mean and bad ones you ever com- 


mitted. | 
Upbrad 
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Upbraid me not with my folly, re- 
plied his Lordſhip, 1 ſee, I ſee it ſuffici- 
_ ently! My conſcience eternally warns 
me of it, and is to me a ſource of pu- 
niſhment greater than I can bear. 


@ ©. 0 VG ũ » ̃ 0.2 


The attorney and the peaſant, whom 


we had left below, being now ſent for, 
Lord Saintly addreſſed himſelf to the 
former, and deſired him to prepare a 


proper inſtrument by which he bound 


himſelf to do juſtice to every oY he 
had injured, 


For it 1s but fit, ſaid his Lordſhip, 


that he who has been the partner of 
my fin, ſhould likewiſe aſſiſt me in 


atoning for it. 

Every individual being now ſatiſ- 
fied, we once more departed and left 
his Lordſhip to his repoſe, 


Ah 
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Ah then, ſaid Honorius, I at laſt 
find by experience, that although man- 
kind are corrupt, they are not totally 
irreclaimable. And, notwithſtanding. 
too many of them are proud, ſelfiſh 
and inſincere, yet there are ſome 
amongſt them capable of honour and 
the refinements of friendſhip, I will 
henceforward think them ſo. 


BEE. 


